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The  

Compass 
Dear Friends, 
 

     WHAT DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN LOOK LIKE? I don’t mean 
how it makes you feel, but what does being a Christian look like to other 
people?  To those who see in you church each Sunday (for those of you 
who attend in-person)?  To your next door neighbor?  To the person you 
work with or for?  To the stranger in the grocery store or on the street 
corner begging for help?  What does being a Christian look like to the 
world outside of the church building?   
     The Church is not a building; it is the people within a building, and 
never before has this statement been more relevant than during the last 
several months.  However, for many people in our world today, it is be-
coming harder and harder to tell the difference between people in The 
Church and people in the world.  Why?  Because the behavior of those in 
the Church looks a lot like the behavior of the those in the world.   
     When those of us in the Church treat our fellow Christians in a way 
that is contrary to the commandments of Christ (love, grace, mercy, for-
giveness), and treat strangers even worse, we look no different to people 
than the rest of the world.  When we speak harshly, without love and 
grace, to fellow Christians, or come to the house of the Lord sowing divi-
sion, hate, and animosity, we look no different to people than the those 
who don’t take the name of Christ.   
     So, what can we do differently?  First, we must acknowledge our own 
sinfulness.  We must understand that as human beings we do not always 
agree with everything our fellow Christians say and do, and yet we must 
be insistent on loving our brothers and sisters without name-calling, back
-biting, and hate.   
     Next, we must extend grace and love to those with whom we do disa-
gree, just as Christ does to each of us every day of our lives.  We need to 
show that love and grace with our words, yes, but more importantly with 
our actions.  Just because we don’t all interpret the Scriptures the same 
way, or view politics in the same manner, or put our time and effort into 
certain missions, does not mean we should fault our brothers and sisters 
who have opposing viewpoints.  Love and grace is vital to showing those 
inside, and especially those outside, the Church that we are truly Chris-
tians.   
     Last, we must offer forgiveness to those who we perceive to have 
harmed us in any way.  That does not mean you become a doormat for 
others; it simply means that just as Christ forgives us each day of the all 
the sins we commit (and yes we do not go one day without sinning) we 
too must forgive those in our lives who harm us.      
     Don’t hold a grudge; let it go.  Move on.  Make a difference to some-
one else.  See how Christ will transform you, and others!     
      
Love in Christ,  
 

Pastor Leslie  
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Church Office Hours 

Please note that the church office will continue to be closed 

until further notice. Pastor Leslie and Kendra will be working 

various hours, and will continue to check mail, email, and 

voicemail on a regular basis. If you are in need of anything, 

please contact us in one of those ways. 320-796-2339, 

pastor@crossroadsspicer.com or 

office@crossroadsspicer.com.   

If you need to visit the office for any reason, please contact 

either Pastor Leslie or Kendra to make an appointment to en-

sure someone is present and available, as well as to make 

sure social distancing guidelines are in place.  Thank you.   

Worship Information 

We now have resumed in-person worship.  We are meeting 
on Sundays at our usual time, 9:30 am.   PLEASE NOTE: 
As of Saturday, July 25, the state of Minnesota has mandat-
ed wearing of masks whenever in public spaces. Therefore, 
if you plan to attend in-person worship, you will need to wear 
a mask. Additionally, if you need to come by the office for 
any reason, you will need to be sure and wear a mask.  

However, for those of you who are still not comfortable at-
tending worship in-person, please continue to watch your 
emails for weekly information about online worship, which 
we will continue to livestream each week. You can also find 
the link to online worship on our website at crossroadsspic-
er.com. If you have a prayer request for Sunday worship 
that you would like announced because you will not be in 
attendance, please either email them to Pastor Leslie at 
pastor@crossroadsspicer.com or text her at                                                                    
320-403-4838. Please make sure to get them to Pastor 
Leslie no later than the Saturday before worship.  

If you do not have online access and are not yet ready to 
return to in-person worship, you may request a DVD of the 
weekly worship services. Simply please call the office and 
leave a message, and we will be sure Pastor Leslie drops 
one off to you.  

September Church Team Meetings 

—The Admin Team will meet in person and via 
Zoom on September 8 at 6:30pm.  Please check your 
email for the Zoom link.   

—The Trustees Team will meet on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15th at 6:00 PM.  We will be meeting outside to 
do final inspections on our projects, and completing our 
meeting on the patio, so please bring a lawn chair.  

—The Missions and Outreach Teams will have a 
joint meeting on Sunday September 20th at 11:00am.   

July Attendance 

These numbers are based on both in person and online 

worship attendance.  

July 5...64 

July 12...44 

July 19...53 

July 26...42 

Sunday School/Youth Group 

The Education team will be meeting in September and 
will be making a decision regarding Sunday School and 
Youth Group gatherings.  When a decision is made, we 
will make an announcement on when they will begin, and 
what they will look like.   

Cross Roads Golf Fellowship Event 

On Saturday, September 26, Cross Roads will host a 
Golf Fellowship event at the Little Crow Golf Course for 
anyone who would like to attend.  The first tee time will 
begin at 2:30 pm, and stagger each 10 minutes thereaf-
ter.  Room is available for up to 20 golfers (five teams of 
4 persons).   

The cost is $25 per person for 9 holes.  There will be 
prizes for "Long Drive" (both male and female) and for 
"Closest to the Pin" (male and female).   

Following the completion of the last team, there will be a 
time of fellowship and food on the patio beginning at 
5:45pm.  Food can be purchases individually through the 
course restaurant.  If you don't golf but want to come out 
for the fellowship, please come at this time and hang out 
and eat.  You don't have to golf to join in and have a 
great time.   

This is will be an exciting way to golf and fellowship with 
those in our congregation who you may not have seen for 
a while.  To sign up yourself or a team (even a team of 
less than 4 people), or for additional information and 
questions, contact Kevin Bronner at (218) 410-6648.   

September Birthdays 

Jean Wolff  1st 

Hayden Duke  2nd 

Carter Bjonfald  3rd 

Kaleb Smith  3rd 

Kim Rohloff  4th 

Barb Springman  6th 

Elijah Kennedy  7th 

Logan Duke  13th 

Jaden Smith  15th 

Pat Evermann  18th 

Trenton Rohloff  21st 

Don Ericson  22nd 

Jaycee Pahl  23rd 

Diane Maurice  27th 

Robin Ryks  30th   

    

September Anniversaries 

Richard & Linda Kelvington  4th 

Brian & Jean Wolff  10th 

Merle & Judy Kluver  12th 

Chad & Dayna Kluver  21st 

Dwight & Robin Ryks  22nd 

Jeff & Diane Duke  24th 

James & Beth Schultz  24th 

Jeff & Amy Denz  26th   
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August 2020 Updates 

 

It’s hard to believe it’s already time to start thinking school and fall.  Although the kids have had plenty of time at 

home this year, summer still seems to fly by. 

 

In July, The Food Pantry welcomed 8 new families, served 53 children, 89 adults and 14 seniors. 3599 pounds of 

food was distributed and 407 pounds of food was donated from community members and churches.  If you know 

anyone who could benefit from utilizing our Food Pantry, please have them come in Tuesdays and Thursdays be-

tween 9-3, Wednesdays 2-5 or contact us at 320-354-5555 to set up an appointment.  With the Food Pantry pro-

gram, anyone who needs assistance is welcome to come in and sign up. 

  

The Summer Backpack Program is starting to come to an end in preparation for fall.  We only have 2 short 

weeks before school is back in session.  As of now, we plan to start up the Wildcat Backpack program again as 

soon as school starts with some possible changes to ensure everyone stays safe.  If anyone would like to contrib-

ute to the backpack food, we are looking for easy mac and cheese and individually wrapped treats, breakfasts and 

chips.   

 

Senior Food Delivery-  The Senior Food Delivery Program has continued to make a big impact for seniors 

in our community.  With the COVID-19 restrictions, it becomes difficult for them to get out an about.  The staff and 

volunteers at The Link take grocery orders by phone and deliver the groceries within 2 days.  If you are interested in 

delivering or if you know a senior family (or a family that has a difficult time getting out and about), please call Ash-

ley at 320-354-5555. 

 

The Link’s Client Outreach program served 12 families in the month of July.  One of the families served was able to 

qualify for a grant to help them get caught up on rent.  Money had been tight because of a serious health diagnosis, 

medical appointments and loss of work hours with COVID-19, that this family was at a loss on what to do.  The fact 

that The Link was able to help them in a bigger way was a huge stress relief to them, which allows them to focus on 

getting well. The Link was also able to help a single mom get back on her feet, give a homeless family referrals and 

shelter for a few nights, help families with medical and utility bills and more.  A HUGE thank you to all of The Link’s 

Donors for making it possible to help families in need.  These programs impact lives each and every day and make 

it easier for them to navigate these crazy times with a little less stress.  So, thank you!  

 

Although it was an extremely difficult decision, RIBFEST HAS OFFICIALLY BEEN CANCELLED UNTIL 2021. 
 

COMMUNITY CLOSET AND REVIVE AND REDEEM ARE TAKING DONATIONS!  Please call ahead of time to 
ensure someone is available to assist you.    
 

YOU are The Link. 
 

Tuesday’s Table: 

Tuesday’s Table continues to be cancelled until further notice.  

 

Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving through The Link’s 
website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. If you would like to make a one time donation, you 
can send a check to P.O. Box 823, New London, MN 56273 or via Venmo @The-Link-1.  Please contact Ashley at 
320-354-5555 or email her at ashley@youarethelink.org for more information. 
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Mask Mission 

Our Mask Mission is still going strong! The 
Mask Mission Team is making so many 
masks, and we have plenty to go around. If 
anyone needs a mask, or knows someone 
who does, please just contact the church office 
and we will be sure they are delivered. We 
even ship! So even if you know someone out 
of state, that doesn't stop us from getting 
masks to those who need them.  

We also have plenty of children's masks and 
are working on making more.  If you have a 
child or youth in school who needs masks, 
please let us know.  If you have children in 
your family who live out of town that need 
masks, we can get you some to pass along, or 
we can ship them.   

Health Note 

This month I am not referring to something that I have 
read, but instead simply want to remind each of you 
first of all to do your wellness care. That may be a 
physical, blood work, a mammogram, a colonoscopy, 
and/or a dexa scan. It also includes vaccinations; the 
influenza vaccine will be especially important this 
year. When was your last tetanus shot? 

Secondly I want to remind you to listen to your body. 
If you have pain, numbness or some other change, 
your body is telling you that things are not per usual. 
People have been afraid to go in for care due to fear 
of the virus. Chest pain may signal a heart issue, ab-
dominal pain could be appendicitis, and weakness or 
slurred speech might be a stroke. By waiting to go in 
for care you may be risking complications and possi-
bly your life. 

Wellness care is part of staying well. 

Shari 


