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The  

Compass 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!   

During the uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic, I am encouraged by 
your resilience and creativity in our witness to the life, death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. I am also inspired by your generosity. Through your 
continued support of our congregation, we have been able to meet our fi-
nancial obligations, including our commitment to Compassion Children and 
support for The Link.  We are also providing critical support to struggling yet 
vital ministries across our denomination.  This past week, I dropped off do-
nations made to UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) and the 
MMDC (Midwest Mission Distribution Center).  These donations included 
almost 200 masks handmade by members of our congregation.  We are 
being the Church together.   

This is a trying time for us all.  At the same time, we know that a dispropor-
tionate burden of illness, death, discrimination, and harassment falls on 
communities of color.  This pandemic has exacerbated racism and racial 
inequities deeply entrenched in society and across the church.  We see this 
in the growing anti-Asian racism and the disproportionate number of deaths 
in black, Native American, and Latinx communities.  I have been learning 
from the leaders of various denominations how the data we see on the 
news is experienced in real life.  I have listened to leaders of color share 
the impact of this pandemic on their communities — on their lives and on 
their ministries. These stories are difficult but important, so I want to en-
courage all of you to find ways to listen to those in the BIPOC (black & in-
digenous people of color) community as they lift up their voices for us all to 
hear. We also seek to ensure that our COVID-19 response more effectively 
tends to the realities of racism and racial inequality.  We can be the Church 
together.  

Recently, in cities across this country, starting right here in our state of Min-
nesota, we have seen horrifying anti-Semitic and white supremacist mes-
sages displayed during public protests against the systematic injustices 
which face communities of color.  No matter our politics or opinions about 
our elected leaders and their policies, all of us must come together on the 
basis of our congregation’s commitments to condemn racism against the 
BIPOC community, white supremacy, sexism, and anti-Semitism whenever 
they occur. Whether our churches and communities are racially diverse or 
predominantly white, our work for racial and economic justice for all peo-
ple is work that is required of all of us. We need to be the Church together.   

Just as God has joined us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ in 
baptism, we are joined to each other. Paul helps us to understand this by 
speaking of the one body of Christ, with many members. While this is al-
ways true, perhaps we feel it more acutely in this time of physical distanc-
ing. In our longing to be Church together, let us be even more intentional in 
sharing with each other, easing each other’s burdens, consoling each other 
in our fear and grief, condemning what is contrary to the gospel and living 
out our baptismal covenant to “accept the freedom and power God gives 
you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves.” 
 

Pastor Leslie  
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Church Office Hours 

As the church begins planning to resume in-

person worship, please note that the church 

office will continue to be closed until further no-

tice. Pastor Leslie and Kendra will be working 

various hours, and will continue to check mail, 

email, and voicemail on a regular basis. If you 

are in need of anything, please contact us in 

one of those ways. 320-796-2339, 

pastor@crossroadsspicer.com or 

office@crossroadsspicer.com.   

If you need to visit the office for any reason, 

please contact either Pastor Leslie or Kendra 

to make an appointment to ensure someone is 

present and available, as well as to make sure 

social distancing guidelines are in 

place.  Thank you.   

Worship Information 

We are excited to announce that we will resume 

in-person worship beginning Sunday, July 

5.  However, for those of you who are still not 

comfortable attending worship in-person, please 

continue to watch your emails for weekly infor-

mation about online worship, which will be con-

tinue to livestream each week. You can also find 

the link to online worship on our website at cross-

roadsspicer.com.  

If you have a prayer request for Sunday worship 

that you would like announced because you will 

not be in attendance, please either email them to 

Pastor Leslie at pastor@crossroadsspicer.com or 

text her at 320-403-4838. Please make sure to 

get them to Pastor Leslie no later than the Satur-

day before worship.  

If you do not have online access and are not yet 

ready to return to in-person worship, you may 

request a DVD of the weekly worship ser-

vices.  Simply please call the office and leave a 

message, and we will be sure Pastor Leslie 

drops one off to you.   

May Attendance 

These numbers are based on views of our 

online worship services. 

May 3...74 

May 10...63 

May 17...62 

May 24...65 

May 31...83 

Mask Mission 

Our Mask Mission is going strong! If you need a mask for yourself, for those in your family, or if you 
know someone who needs masks, please contact the church office and leave a message. You can 
also contact Anita Flowe at 336-504-4631 or Pastor Leslie at 320-403-4838. 

If you know how to sew and would like to participate in this mission by making masks for others, 
please contact either the church office or Pastor Leslie and they will put you in touch with the right 
people. You don't even need supplies; we have plenty we can get to you to get you started. 

You can also donate to the purchase of supplies.  Simply write a check or make an online donation. 
Just be sure to include in the memo that the funds are for the "Mask Mission." 

The mask mission has donated almost 1,500 masks since the start of the pandemic, including almost 
200 that went to UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) just this week.   

Remember, we wear masks in public not for us, but for others. We understand we could be carrying 
the virus but not have symptoms, but without the mask could potentially pass it along to others. We 
don't wear masks out of fear, we wear them so we can be part of the solution to this crisis. We wear 
masks to let the rest of the world know that we care enough about others, regardless of our discom-
fort, to do what is best. 
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Health Note 

Could anything good come out of the pandemic? Maybe it could. In an article written by Carrie Dennett for the 

Seattle Times; she points out three. There has been a shifting in perspectives and priorities, a cooking renais-

sance, and rethinking sickness and health. 

Many individuals have realized that their lifestyle was getting in the way of their goals. They have found that 

many of their struggles were due to stress and chaotic schedules. They are sleeping better and getting more 

exercise. 

Secondly, without the evening commute combined with shuttling kids to all their activities, there is more time 

to cook. There is meal planning as a family and cooking and baking together. People are repurposing leftovers 

or doing freezer meals to reduce waste. Some are planting gardens, and some are because of the food short-

ages moving to a more plant based diet with more beans, lentils and nuts. 

Thirdly, we are rethinking sickness and health. Have you ever gone to work sick? I have. There is nothing vir-

tuous about spreading illness to others, especially this one. 

Hopefully these changes will linger.  

Shari 

July Birthdays 

Glendon Harried  6th  

Warren Gerdes  7th  

Mike Duke  11th      

Mitchell Duke  11th  

Terry Lockwood  11th  

Lylas Boonstra  12th  

Orrin Fixsen  14th   

July Anniversaries 

Doug & Patty Decker  5th 

Mike & Jodii Evenson  13th 

Nick & Judy Zachariason  20th  

Richard & Robbie Johnson  21st 

Alan & Wanda Zaske  22nd  

Small Group Patio Parties 

The Patio Parties are going great, and those attending are having so much fun catching up. These small 

group events are being held on Wednesday and Saturday evenings from 6-8pm each of these nights, and will 

be located on the patio at the rear of the church.* Pastor Leslie and Donald will continue to have these 

through the end of August, so there is plenty of time to sign up.   

We will have a fire pit (wind and weather permitting), and each person or couple is invited to bring their own 

chairs, drinks, snacks, etc. The conversation will be anything we want it to be: devotion time, theological dis-

cussions, or just talking about what is going on with our lives.  We have really just been letting the conversa-

tion go wherever it wishes.  This is time for folks who have not been able to see each other due to social dis-

tancing to come together in small outdoor groups to catch up on what is going on with each other. 

You are asked to sign up for whatever date you would like. There are limited spaces available each even-

ing, because we want these times to adhere to social distancing guidelines for small groups still in place in 

our state. To sign up, please contact Pastor Leslie and leave a voicemail at the church office with your name 

and the date you want to attend. She will make sure you get signed up. 

Pastor Leslie & Don are looking forward to seeing all of you at some point this summer, and you are welcome 

to sign up for more than one date.   

PLEASE NOTE: Pastor Leslie requests that you sign up if you are interested in attending, so she is aware 

people will be coming. If no one is signed up, Pastor Leslie & Don will not be in attendance that evening, so if 

you just "show up" without letting Pastor know, you might be alone. Thank you! 

*In the event of rain or other weather conditions which make meeting outdoors impossible, those signed up 

will be offered another date and/or time, unless attendees feel comfortable meeting inside the church building. 

Dwight Ryks  15th  

Taylee Pahl  18th  

Chad Kluver  24th  

Vernon Dean  25th 

Kent Springman  26th  
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 Cross Roads Community Church – Spicer, MN 

Plan for Re-Opening the Church 

Effective July 1, 2020 

PURPOSE:  This docum ent w ill serve as the plan for  form ulating our  process and proce-

dures to reopen for worship at Cross Roads Community Church.  Each of the steps is subject to change 

as more information becomes available and as discussion and discernment continues to take place. 

• SUNDAY MORNING/WORSHIP THOUGHTS: 

• The church will first consider the advice of the Governor’s office and the Minnesota Bishop when 

determining the timeline and steps for opening.  If either recommends closure, we will do so. 

• The church will consider the availability of sanitizing products (e.g. Lysol wipe, hand sanitizer, 

etc.).  If there is still a shortage and/or we can’t obtain ample supplies, we will remain closed. 

• We will ensure that we are not exceeding the number of people allowed in an area as determined by 

the Governor’s office and the Minnesota bishop. 

• The nursery has only been available for parents to use if they supervise their own children.  The 

space will be closed, however, until further notice. 

• Until further notice, the fellowship/coffee hour will be discontinued. 

• Congregants can bring their own masks but they will also made available.  The exception will be 

people leading worship who are 12+ feet away from the closest person. 

• Sunday school classes for children are not scheduled to begin until September.  Decisions will be 

made in August as to the viability of in-person Sunday school or whether alternative methods of in-

struction will be employed.  Announcements will be made through a variety of methods (email, an-

nouncements from the pulpit, newsletters, etc. regarding the resumption of Sunday school classes. 

• Adult Sunday school classes are not currently scheduled, but if they are, they will be held via Zoom 

calls until such time as the restrictions for gathering are loosened.  Announcements will be made 

through a variety of methods (email, announcements from the pulpit, newsletters, etc. regarding 

the scheduling of adult Sunday school classes. 

• Members of the congregation are encouraged to enter church immediately before worship begins 

(no more than 5-10 minutes ahead of time) and to leave the building immediately upon the comple-

tion of the worship service; however, restrooms will be open, if needed.  They will be sanitized 

ahead of worship and proper amenities such as paper towels, hand sanitizer and soap will be availa-

ble in the bathroom.   

• Upon leaving the church, worship attendees can commence their fellowship time outdoors follow-

ing social distance guidelines. 

• The office area(s) will only be open to essential staff (paid and volunteer).  In the event a person 

needs to visit the church office, an appointment will need to be made in advance of any visit to en-

sure someone is present and that social distancing guidelines can be maintained.   

• The pastor will not be engaging in personal greetings, before or after worship.   

• The offering will not be collected by the passing of plates. 

• Sign-up sheets, pens, etc. will not be placed out. Attendance will be taken as people enter the build-

ing for worship.  This is to comply with state guidelines which are required for contact tracing.     
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• The service will continue to be made available online.  Communications will be issued via email and 

the church’s web site to indicate that the service is being livestreamed via YouTube. 

• Bibles, and hymnals will be removed from the pews. 

• Paper bulletins will not be used.  Bulletins and/or the Order of Worship will be projected on the 

screens at the front the sanctuary.   

• Chairs in the sanctuary are arranged in family unit groups, staged at least six feet apart. 

• Interior doors should be propped open as people are entering and exiting the church. Exterior doors 

will be open at the end of the service and monitored by an attendant (sanctuary door and Sunday 

school room/office hallway door). 

• The church will not be actively promoting item donations upon initial reopening (e.g. school sup-

plies, food products, etc.) 

• We will continue to encourage people 65+ and/or with health vulnerabilities to participate from 

home and will continue offering worship and connection opportunities for them remotely. 

• We communicate and require that people who have a fever, or feel unwell in any way, should please 

stay home. 

• Please be advised that should you consider attending worship in-person, you do so at your own risk.  

The church will not be held liable for any potential exposure to an asymptomatic individual.  

• If someone knows they have been exposed to COVID-19 we require and request that they stay away 

from worship and any church activities for two weeks. 

 

Congregational Care: 

• In person visits by the pastor or lay members will be unavailable until nursing homes open for visita-

tions. 

• We will send out a letter and/or e-mail/social media to let everyone know about the steps we are tak-

ing for reopening and what the requirement/expectations will be. 

• Masks will be a requirement as we reenter the worship space and in the building at all times whenev-

er more than one person is present. We will have a supply of masks on hand. 

• Worship leaders do not need to wear masks when leading worship as long as they maintain 12+ dis-

tance form all others and will be worn when that person(s) is not actively leading worship. 

• We will need to sanitize and clean all publicly open spaces. 

• Pastor Leslie Zeek and/or the Administrative Team leaders will work with staff and volunteers on 

how we will accomplish these guidelines and expectations.   

• Communion elements will temporarily be given in sealed, individualized packets to maximize safety.  

• If baptisms are needed, they will be accomplished by the parents/sponsors putting the water on their 

child while the pastor extends hands in blessing and says the baptismal words. Confirmation is held 

in the spring – decisions about procedures for confirmation will be determined at a future time.  

• Congregational singing will not take place – instead we will hum with, or listen to, song leaders or 

worship videos.  Anyone providing singing or special music will be in the front of the sanctuary and 

at least 12+ feet from others. 

• We will have some kind of collection box for offerings, at the front and back of the sanctuary, as col-

lection plates won’t be passed. 

• Outdoor worship opportunities may happen in which we will follow physical distancing rules. 
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• When the need arises, weddings & funerals will be reviewed in context of the guidelines and expecta-

tions in place when the event arises, and the church governing body will first consider the advice of 

the Governor's office and MN Bishop when determining availability.  

• Unless permission is given by the pastor and/or the Administrative Team, internal committees 

should continue to host meetings remotely (via Zoom for example).  If an in-person meeting is nec-

essary, social distancing guidelines must be used as well as the use of masks.  The group desiring to 

meet is responsible for sanitizing the table, furniture, etc. in advance of the meeting and immediately 

after. 

• Until further notice, outside groups cannot use/rent any church facilities or equipment.   If this situ-

ation changes, any group using the church must follow our guidelines. Before an individual or group 

is present in the building they must have an orientation to our policies and procedures by the pastor 

or her designee. 

• Outreach events will need prior approval of the Administrative Team until further notice.   

• Until gathering restrictions ease, we will find continued ways for in-person small group gatherings 

for prayer and connection (e.g., hours the sanctuary is open for prayer, drive by blessings, small 

group outdoor worship, etc.). 
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June 2020 Updates 

 

In May, The Food Pantry welcomed 4 new families and distributed about 3,000 pounds of food.  The Link vol-

unteers and staff rescued 1344 pounds of food from Cash Wise and ALDI and took in almost 800 pounds of 

food from donations.  It was wonderful to see the rescued food go to good use and not be wasted and The 

Link is thankful for the opportunity to pick up from Cash Wise 1-2 times a week. 

  

The Wildcat Backpack Program is officially done for the school year, but families are now participat-

ing in the Summer Pack Program.  If you know any families that could benefit from getting a little extra during 

the tough summer months the kids aren’t in school, have them contact us at The Link and we can get them 

signed up.   

 

Senior Food Delivery-  The Senior Food Delivery Program is getting busier as word spreads to seniors 

in need.  There are many thankful seniors who have been isolated at home during the COVID crisis.  Not only 

have they loved the groceries, but the visits as well.  If you are interested in delivering or if you know a senior 

family (or a family that has a difficult time getting out and about), please call Ashley at 320-354-5555. 

 

The Link’s Client Outreach program served 8 families in the month of May from helping with medical bills and 

car repairs to utilities and rent.  This has been a tough time for a lot of families and the help given alleviated a 

lot of the unneeded extra stress.  So, THANK YOU to all of The Link’s Donors for making it possible to help 

families in need. 

 

RIBFEST POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE- A new date for Ribfest is being discussed and will 
be finalized soon.  Stay tuned for more information. 
 

COMMUNITY CLOSET AND REVIVE AND REDEEM ARE NOW OPEN FOR BUSINESS!  After much con-
sideration, The Community Closet and Revive and Redeem are now open Thursdays and Fridays from 10-2 
and Saturday’s from 9-1.  There are a few rules in place to keep shoppers safe.  Masks are optional, the fit-
ting room and bathrooms are closed for public use and there are 4-5 shoppers allowed in the store at one 
time.   
 

Donations for The Community Closet and Revive and Redeem are now being accepted as well.  To ensure 
someone is available to take your items, please call ahead of time or bring donations in between 12-5pm on 
Wednesdays.   
 

And remember……… 

 

YOU are The Link. 
 

Tuesday’s Table: 

Tuesday’s Table continues to be cancelled until further notice.  

 

Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving through The 
Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. If you would like to make a one time 
donation, you can send a check to P.O. Box 823, New London, MN 56273 or via Venmo @The-Link-1.  
Please contact Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email her at ashley@youarethelink.org for more information. 
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Cross Roads Community 
United Methodist Church 

3400 113th Ave NE 
Spicer, MN  56288 

320-796-2339 
www.crossroadsspicer.com 

July 2020 

Christian radio stations in the area: 
K-Love  90.9 
KTIS   92.7 & 98.5 
Spirit  92.9 

The Cross Roads Mission 

To help everyone find joy in their journey by: 

Inviting everyone to walk with Jesus, 

Growing together as His disciples, 

Serving others we meet along the way 

And Joyfully Celebrating the Journey 


