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The  

Compass 

As the COVID-19, or coronavirus, pandemic continues to make its way 
around the world, churches have been playing a key role in preventing the 
spread of the illness. In June, the Minnesota Annual Conference of the Unit-
ed Methodist Church provided a phased re-gathering plan to guide churches 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, a plan which the Administrative Team took 
into account in creating the current Pandemic Guidelines for the reopening of 
our worship services. Bishop Ough issued a pastoral letter introducing the 
plan, which took into account the phased plan released by the Office of Gov. 
Tim Walz, which included a mandate to wear masks in public indoor gather-
ing spaces beginning July 22.   
 

I have heard from some people who may disagree with this decision of the 
Bishop, the Governor, and/or the Administrative Team, yet the fact is that 
wearing masks greatly lowers the transmission of Covid-19. So this is an op-
portunity to practice the virtue of love, which St. Thomas Aquinas defined as 
“willing the good of another.” Seeking to protect the health and well-being of 
others by wearing a mask is truly an act of “willing the good of another.” 
Though masks may feel uncomfortable, be inconvenient, a distraction, or a 
pain to wear, I remember the words of John Wesley, “Do all the good you 
can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you 
can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you 
can.” Use this as an opportunity to exercise not only charity, but to show 
your love of others.  “Love thy neighbor as thyself.”  
 

The current safety rules of social distancing, especially sitting in chairs 
which are spaced six feet apart, will continue in our congregation for the 
foreseeable future. This may not be what you want to hear; to be honest, it 
saddens me greatly.  However, I am willing to do whatever it takes to make 
sure that everyone who attends worship feels they are protected by wearing 
masks and protecting all others who are in attendance.  I read a statement this 
week from Rev. Jeff Gannon, pastor at Chapel Hill United Methodist Church 
in Wichita, Kansas, and he said it better than perhaps I could have, “This 
(wearing a mask) is an act of loving our neighbor. This is an act of faith. It’s 
something we do as followers of Jesus.  And please, do not fall prey to the 
persons who say this is a political statement. It is not.  It’s a Christian state-
ment, and thank you for bearing witness to the love of neighbor in this way.” 

 

Life during this season of our lives looks little like it used to, and many of us 
are ready to return to whatever “normal” may be.  Yet, I wonder if we will 
ever truly return to what was before.  Life is changed, perhaps forever, so 
just as we face other changes in life when our children grow up, go off to 
school, get married, have children of their own, or when we face getting old-
er, retirement, and eventually even death, we must also face the reality that 
life as we knew it is over.  We are entering a new season.  What we do dur-
ing and with this season of life says much about our lives as Christians.  
 

I continue to pray for all of you and I humbly ask for your prayers as well 
during this time.  We are in this together, and together we are stronger!  
 

Pastor Leslie  
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Bible Study 

Pastor Leslie will begin a new Bible study this fall entitled, 

"Fear of the Other: No Fear in Love," written by Dr. Rev. Will 

Willimon, a retired Bishop in the United Methodist Church.  

Dr. Willimon invites readers to consider the gospel command 

to love (and not merely tolerate) those considered to be 

“Other” or outside mainstream Christian culture. Rooted in the 

faith of Israel and the Christian story and vision, Willimon 

brings a Wesleyan perspective to bear on what may be the 

hardest thing for people of faith to do: keeping and loving the 

"Other" as they are - without any need for them to become like 

us. He emphasizes biblical teaching to receive Others for who 

they are and their differences as gifts and mysteries bearing 

the grace of God, and identifies concrete, everyday ways per-

sons are formed in welcoming others without annihilating their 

differences. Rooted in the New Testament understanding of 

Gentile outsiders grafted into the covenant community, 

Willimon invites readers to an on-the-ground faith that remem-

bers the God who comes to us again and again through so-

called outsiders, strangers, immigrants, and those without sta-

tus. Beyond welcome, Christians must become “other” to the 

world, shaking off the dominant culture’s identity and privilege 

through practices of listening, humility, and understanding. 

This study will be held as a hybrid model on Monday evenings 

beginning at 6:00 pm, and Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am. 

Those who wish to attend in-person will meet in the church 

library, and those who wish to attend online will receive a 

Zoom link. 

Studies begin on Monday, October 5 and Tuesday, October 6. 

For more information, or to get a copy of your study guide, 

please contact Pastor Leslie at (320) 403-4838. 

All Saints Sunday 

All Saints Sunday, which is held the first Sunday in Novem-

ber, will be celebrated at Cross Roads on November 1, 

2020 (it just so happens this year that All Saints Sunday 

falls on the actual date for All Saints Day).   

The Worship Team has decided in order to honor all saints 

who have been a part of the lives of those in our congrega-

tion, they will be accepting the names of any person who 

has been a part of your life (this day honors those who have 

gone to glory).   You are welcome to submit as many 

names as you would like, but the deadline for submissions 

is Tuesday, October 27, 2020.  You can either email your 

submissions to the church office or call and provide them to 

Kendra.   

On All Saints Sunday, all names will appear on the slides 

during worship, and they will read out loud as a candle is lit 

for each person.  The Worship Team decided this would be 

the best way to avoid having everyone up and about during 

worship, and also include the names of those who may not 

be attending in-person but continuing to worship with us 

online.  If you have any questions, please contact the 

church office for details.   

White Bucket Offerings 

Due to the tremendous generosity of our congregation in 

the spring, we were able to raise enough money to fully 

fund our obligations to Compassion Children through the 

end of the year.  Therefore, the Mission & Outreach Team 

has decided that for the remainder of the year, the White 

Bucket Offerings will go to the following:  

October- Reel Hope Project 

November- Bless A Home 

December- To Be Determined  

If you would like to make a donation at any time during the 

month for these offerings, you can either drop your monies 

in the bucket as you enter the sanctuary on Sunday morn-

ings, or for those viewing worship online, you may either 

donate online or mail a check to the church office (please 

be sure to mark your giving for the White Bucket Offer-

ing).  Thank you for kindness and generosity to others in 

need, especially during this time.   

~The Mission & Outreach Teams  

Bless A Home Mission Project 

As the seasons fly by and we begin to think about the up-

coming holiday season, the Outreach/Missions team is ex-

ploring ways to move forward with our annual Christmas 

project, Bless A Home. 

The craziness of COVID has created a time of apprehen-

sion and feeling separated as well as increasing the need 

to help families that are struggling during the pandemic.  

Our team will be working on a plan for this project, look for 

info in The Compass and other communications.  Please 

keep our team and Bless A Home in your prayers. 

Christian Education News 

After discussion with the Christian Education Team, it has 

been decided that Sunday School will not resume for the fore-

seeable future.  However, after well as receiving feedback 

through a parent survey, Cross Roads will resume Youth 

Group Wednesdays beginning in October. We will meet out-

doors during the month of October (weather permitting) and 

will then meet in the Fellowship Hall during November and 

December in order to safely social distance.  

Meals will not be provided during this time, but this decision 

will be revisited after the first of the year. However, youth are 

welcome and encouraged to bring their own meals and come 

fellowship with others at 6:00 pm. 

The dates for youth group Wednesdays are as follows              

(6:30-8:00 each week): 

October 7 & 21 

November 4 & 18 

December 2 & 16 

During November, the youth will also be participating in the 

preparation of a surprise which each household will be receiv-

ing for Advent. 

Youth are still encouraged to invited friends if they so desire, 

and Pastor Leslie and Don look forward to seeing you all next 

month! 
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Trustee Team Updates 

The Trustee’s Team has had a great Summer.  We were able to check two large projects off the list!  God as blessed us in 

so many ways, and one was the replacement of the roof allowing us to use the funds raised to complete the much needed 

and long overdue overlay of the parking lot.  We met on September 15th to wrap up a few projects as well as plan for the 

next season.   

The following items were completed and discussed: 

• The garage and church roofs have been completed along with door, siding, framing, and soffit replacement.   

 -The South and North entrance door posts were wrapped and were painted by Kyle Denz.  Thank you, Kyle!! 

 -Plan to paint and embellish the East Car Port posts this fall. 

• The parking lot overlay and striping has been completed. 

 -The Basketball and Pickleball Courts will be painted on the parking lot within the next couple of weeks.  

• Fall landscape trimming will be done by Riley and Griffin in exchange for the old mowers. 

Upcoming 

• In the event we have not opened for church as “normal”, we will close the doors between the narthex and fellowship hall 

and turn the heat way down as our means of saving energy. 

• It was decided to purchase one more Septic Blanket for additional coverage to hopefully alleviate the septic system 

freezing.  Jim Solheid is going to check on additional options to aid in this matter. 

• We are going to contract an HVAC company to test and check the furnaces for the heating season. 

• We were notified our previous snow removal contractor will not be doing it this winter and will need find a replacement.  

Please spread the word to bid the parking lot snow removal.  Depending on the status of “in person service” we 

may only do a portion of the east lot clear a path to meet the fire code requirements.  

• With the installation of the beautiful lighted window that was completed by Jim Solheid, we moved the large mirrors to 

the west wall. 

• After completion of all the projects, we ended up with $19,500.00 left in our Roof Fund.  A motion was made to use 

$15,000.00 toward our sound system and projector replacement. 

We are so proud of our beautiful church building and all that has been completed. 

~Your Trustees Team 

Health Note 

Kara Mayer Robinson in WebMD 9/12/17 lists 6 signs that we should have checked out by a health care provider. They are as 

follows: 

-Weakness in your arms and legs. It could be a stroke. 

-Chest pain. It could be heart disease or a heart attack. 

-Tenderness and pain in the back of your lower leg. It could be a blood clot. 

-Blood in your urine. It could be a stone, an infection or cancer. 

-Wheezing. It could be asthma, a severe allergy, response to an exposure to chemicals, or in today’s world COVID. 

-Suicidal thoughts. It could be life threatening. 

One: weakness in your arms and legs (especially if it is one sided) needs to be evaluated. Other symptoms may include sud-

den change in vision, and/or speech. This can be reversed if you get in quickly. 

Two: Any chest pain, heaviness, especially with sweating, tightness, pressure, Shortness of breath and/or nausea are warning 

signs, again this can be reversed if you go in quickly. 

Three: Tenderness and pain in the back of your leg could be the sign of a blood clot. This usually occurs after long periods of 

sitting or being in bed. It is normal to be sore after a workout, but if there is redness and swelling you need to be seen. If the 

blood clot breaks off it can lead to serious complications. 

Four: Blood in your urine may be due to a stone, sometimes they will pass and sometimes they need a little help. If the blood 

is due to an infection in the bladder or kidney you need to be seen to  get an antibiotic. If it is cancer you need to know what 

you are dealing with. 

Five: Wheezing may be due to asthma, lung disease, a severe allergy or exposure to chemicals; it could be caused by pneu-

monia or bronchitis or in today’s world COVID. 

Six: Suicidal thoughts include feeling hopeless, or trapped with no reason to live. Get help. Go to an ER or call the National 

Suicide Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-TALK (8255). 

Be well, Shari 
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October Birthdays 
Konnor Rohloff  3rd 

Char Laughlin  5th 

Jeff Denz  12th 

Patty Decker  28th 

Joel Hagen  28th 

Michael Sasse  29th 

Kevin Bronner  30th   

 Report on Annual Conference 2020 

As many of you know Annual Conference was scheduled for June of this year. Due to the COVID virus a virtual conference was 

held August 29th. As your delegate I attended. Thank you for this opportunity. 

A conference that usually lasts 2 ½ days and is a time for connecting with our friends in faith, worship, honoring retirements, 

recognizing new appointments and graduates, and conducting the business of the church was very efficiently reduced down to 

two sessions on the 29th. Our Bishop Bruce Ough presided over the conference. 

Business points: 

 Bishop Ough and his wife Char will be retiring as of January 1st 2021. David Bard who is presently serving in Michigan 

will serve as interim for our conference and will still serve Michigan as well. 

 There will be a commissioning ceremony October 17th. This will be live steamed. Our Pastor Leslie Zeek will be recog-

nized as a Provisional Elder. 

Legislation: 

 #101 addressed monies for pensions and was written to ensure that the money is used for its intended purpose. This 

passed. 

 #102 involved Hamlin University and will give them more autonomy. This passed. 

 #400,401 acknowledged the closing of Red Rock church in Sanborn and Emmanuel UMC in Worthington. 

 #125 The 2021 budget reflects a 11% reduction from 2020. They were able to do this by not giving any raises. They 

were able to do this without reducing staff. This Passed. 

 #300, 301, 302 addressed the schedule for 2021 Annual Conference. The current plan is for an in person conference in 

St. Cloud MN on June 22-24. This is subject to change. It was noted that because the General Conference 2020 was post-

poned to August 29-September 7th 2021, decisions in local churches may need to be postponed to 2022. 

I would like to note that we were reminded that with all the uncertainty: 

 That we need to Be The Light, We are the Living Hope. 

We need to be doing good work and not be controlled by the results of General Conference. 

We need to define our mission and who we want to be. 

We need to remember the world is our parish; this is the way, walk in it. 

Embrace the hope of your calling.  

Again, thank you for this opportunity to serve, Shari Heitke 

Music Update 

After giving serious thought to the playing schedule, and 

getting the blessing from the Admin Team, I would like to 

go to playing on the 1st Sunday of each month only.  I 

am going to take advantage of the use of technology 

while I can, and I so love and enjoy “YouTube” mu-

sic, which comes across so much better while stream-

ing.   I’m also doing this to allow Pastor Leslie to plan 

worship in advance.  This break will allow me time to 

take a breath and sit in the chair.  This is by no means 

any indication of ill feelings or anything; I am just taking 

the opportunity to sit in the seat and enjoy, and when we 

can sing again my battery is recharged and ready to 

go.  Thank you all for your support and love over the 

years.    

~Diane Maurice  

Bed Available 

Cross Roads has been gifted an almost brand-new king-

size mattress. This mattress is available to anyone who 

may need a new bed, inside or outside of our congrega-

tion. If needed, the church is also willing to purchase a 

platform bed frame to accompany the mattress. This is a 

gift; therefore, money will not be accepted.  

If you know of anyone who is in need of a new bed, 

please contact Pastor Leslie for more information. 

October Anniversaries 
Gary & Carol Underland  3rd 

Kevin & Deb Bronner  4th 

Brian & Sheryl Nelson  8th 

Orrin & Jeanette Fixsen  16th 

David & Pat Evermann  20th 

David & Annette Muetzel  26th 

Gerald & Pat O’Connor  28th   
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September 2020 Updates 
 

With school officially starting at the beginning of September, The Link is getting back into a consistent routine.   
 

In August, The Food Pantry welcomed 6 new families, served 44 children, 64 adults and 23 seniors. 3299 
pounds of food was distributed and 446.5 pounds of food was donated from community members and church-
es.  The Food Pantry has noticed an increase in need for food, but is able to meet that need because of our 
gracious donors, Second Harvest, local donations and Food Rescue programs. 
  
The Wildcat Backpack Program is now serving our local head start program. A meeting will be held soon to 
figure out the best way to serve families with the backpacks during this strange and uncertain time for kids 
grades K-12. If you know a family that could benefit from this program, please have them call Ashley at 320-

354-5555.   
 

Senior Food Delivery-  The Senior Food Delivery Program has signed up 2 new seniors this past month.  It 
has been an absolute blessing to them and for the staff here at The Link to serve them.  If you are interested in 
delivering or if you know a senior family (or a family that has a difficult time getting out and about), please call 
Ashley at 320-354-5555. 
 

The Link’s Client Outreach program served 10 families in the month of August.  The need for outreach has in-
creased as well this past month as financial burdens from COVID-19 are catching up with families.  The Link is 
seeing more of a need in assistance with utilities, rent and medical expenses.  If you are making a financial 
donation in the near future, please consider this program or donate to the general fund so the money can be 
used where it is needed most. 
 

The Revive and Redeem Thrift Store, along with The Community Closet, is seeing an increase in shoppers the 
last few weeks.  There have been quite a few people commenting that they are just hearing about the thrift 
store.  If you know anyone who loves bargain shopping, please let them know about the store at the top of the 
hill.  Revive and Redeem and The Community Closet are located at 206 Main ST. N. and is open Thursdays 
and Fridays 10-3 and Saturdays from 9-1. 
 

With cooler weather upon us, it is common for families to start needing jackets, boots, hats, gloves and snow 
pants.  If you have any of those items laying around, please consider donating them to The Link for families in 
need. 
 

As always, The Link is humbled and so grateful for the amount of giving in the community.  From volunteers, to 
those who donate, nothing goes unnoticed.  We are blessed to have the ability to continue our mission here by 
giving to those that need it most.  YOU are The Link. 
 

Tuesday’s Table: 
Tuesday’s Table continues to be cancelled until further notice.  
 

Monthly Giving Opportunities: 
The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving through The 
Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. If you would like to make a one time 
donation, you can send a check to P.O. Box 823, New London, MN 56273 or via Venmo @The-Link-1.  Please 
contact Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email her at ashley@youarethelink.org for more information. 
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Cross Roads Community 
United Methodist Church 

3400 113th Ave NE 
Spicer, MN  56288 

320-796-2339 
www.crossroadsspicer.com 

October 2020 

Christian radio stations in the area: 
K-Love  90.9 
KTIS   92.7 & 98.5 
Spirit  92.9 

The Cross Roads Mission 

To help everyone find joy in their journey by: 

Inviting everyone to walk with Jesus, 

Growing together as His disciples, 

Serving others we meet along the way 

And Joyfully Celebrating the Journey 


