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The  

Compass 

Dear Friends, 

The celebration of Easter is absolutely central to the life of the church and 
to faithful Christians. Why? Without the new life of Christ which touches 
every aspect of who we are and what we do, we are simply going through 
religious motions, playing religious games, and puffing a religious veneer 
over lives that are just like anyone else’s. 

To live lives touched by the Resurrection means many things, but I’d like 
you to think about these two: 

- It means that we live unafraid of death and all that it brings with it. Many 
live in such a way that they will do ANYTHING to avoid pain, aging, illness 
and death. They go to extraordinary lengths to deny the inevitability of it, 
fooling only themselves and a few select others who are in on the game. 
We use drugs to lessen the impact of what’s coming, or we choose inappro-
priate and (ultimately) damaging lifestyles, or we try to fool ourselves into 
acting or looking (sort of) much younger than we are, or we are simply par-
alyzed by fear into a kind of stupor that keeps us from doing or being any-
thing. 

- It also means that we live free from sin’s power. Has someone done 
something to you that still controls your heart and mind? Have you done 
something that has clouded or affected your whole life? Have you taken a 
road of temptation that leads only to damage to you and others? Have you 
allowed prejudice or fear to warp your heart so that you cannot love and 
forgive? 

Easter isn’t just about eggs, bunnies, jelly beans and hollow chocolate 
Easter bunnies, and dressing up. It’s about the new life we have in Christ, 
in which we are set free to love, forgive and serve, and thereby find a sense 
of peace and joy in all that we do. By grabbing ahold of the cross, we share 
in Jesus’ victory over sin, death and all that would destroy us. 

Unfortunately for us in today’s world, Easter will be much different.  There 
will be no in-person worship this year, no “sunrise” service, no youth break-
fast.  Yet despite all of this we are reassured at we are absolutely an Easter 
people.  We can, and should, celebrate Easter every single day of the year, 
because we have the confidence in the resurrection of Christ.  I will be hav-
ing Holy Communion on Easter Sunday, and you can participate with me 
with whatever type of bread and juice you have with you at home.  The 
point is not that is must be certain elements; the point is to recognize the 
sacrifice Christ made for each of us with his death on the cross.   

This year for Easter, following our online worship service, Donald and I will 
be hosting a “drive thru blessing”.  You are invited, from 10:30 am to noon 
on Easter Sunday, to drive up to the church and come in under the carport 
by the office.  We will stay far enough away from everyone, but we will have 
the opportunity to see each other and chat for a few moments, and then I 
will offer you an Easter blessing.   

We hope you join us!         

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Leslie 
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Church Office Hours 

The Church office will be closed until further 

notice.  Pastor Leslie and Kendra will be 

checking mail, email, and voicemail on a reg-

ular basis.  If you are in need of anything, 

please contact us in one of those ways.  320-

796-2339,  pastor@crossroadsspicer.com or      

office@crossroadsspicer.com.    

Health Note 

I have been struggling to find something positive 
about our current circumstances. I found it in a 
study done by David A. Schwartz in Atlanta. He 
looked at studies done on 38 pregnant women with 
COVID-19 and their newborns in China. COVID-19 
did not lead to maternal deaths and there were no 
confirmed cases of intrauterine transmission to 
their fetuses 

Please take care of yourselves and reach out with 
love when and where ever you are able.  

Take care,  Shari 

Worship Information 

Please continue to watch your email and our 
church Facebook page for weekly information 
about online worship.   

If you have a prayer request for Sunday wor-
ship,   please either email them to Pastor 
Leslie  at pastor@crossroadsspicer.com or 
text her at  320-403-4838. Please make sure 
you send them prior to the start of worship.  

If you do not have access to email or Face-
book and would like a DVD of the weekly wor-
ship services, please call the office and leave 
a message, and we will be sure you get one 
each week.   

It Takes a Village 

Beginning Sunday, March 22, a new ministry will 
be happening at Cross Roads that will help us con-
tinue to stay connected. We have labeled this min-
istry simply "The Village." This is a group of nine 
individuals who each have a list of church mem-
bers. These "point people" will be staying in con-
tact with the members on their list via various 
means; phone calls, emails, social media, and 
cards. This is just a time to check-in with everyone 
and make certain we are all staying safe and con-
nected. If you are in need of anything, whether it is 
grocery shopping, medication pickup, or other er-
rands, please let your point person know. They will 
be happy to either take care of these personally, or 
will contact another person on the team who can.  

It takes a village to care for the village. We might 
need to social distance ourselves in this climate, 
but social distancing does NOT equal social isola-
tion. We need to continue to be there for one an-
other. WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER, and even 
when we cannot be together physically, we can  
remain connected.  

April Birthdays 

Howard Carlsen  9th 

Nick Zachariason  9th 

Andrew Ryks  13th 

Amy Pahl  18th 

Ashtyn Redington  18th 

Bryan Maurice  26th 

Anna Duke  28th  

Adam Boreen  29th 

Jeff Duke  30th   

April Anniversaries 

Daryl & Bonnie Hoogeveen  9th 

Terry & Michelle Albers  11th 

Bud & Kay Ruhl  15th 

Kevin & Leann Navratil  16th 

Melvin & Marcie Degeest  27th 

Upper Room Devotionals 

Upper Room devotionals are a "daily devotional 
magazine published in 33 languages and 100 
countries around the world. Meditations are written 
by readers of the magazine and others interested 
in sharing their faith experiences through writing."  

Cross Roads does purchase these and are availa-
ble at no cost to anyone who wishes to have one.  

If you would like a copy, please contact the church 
office or Pastor Leslie and one can be mailed to 
your home.  
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March 20, 2020 Update 

 

Hello everyone! 

I just wanted to let all of you know how we are doing at The Link during the COVID-19 emergency. 
The Evangelical Covenant Church and Kay made the decision to close the thrift store on Monday. 
This was for the safety of the volunteers and to follow the social distancing restrictions.  

Ashley and I both have The Link phone lines forwarded to our personal cell phones so that we can 
always be available as panic for some sets in. Ashley is using a phone to complete the intake pro-
cess for the client services and financial outreach program.. She is making payments on behalf of 
them via online or over the phone. 

We have made changes to how we serve families with food by using the window in the food pantry 
to communicate with people. The Link puts together the food that they request in a box which is then 
outside for them.  We ask that families wait in their vehicles if someone is at the window in order to 
follow the social distancing guidelines.  

We are expecting a food delivery on Tuesday so we know that we have food coming. We have been 
seeing new families and had at least 5 new ones this week. I can only assume it is going to continue 
to increase.  

We delivered the backpacks to the school on Monday so that all of the kids would get them before 
schools closed. We put a note in each bag encouraging people to come to get food at The Link. I 
also talked to Trish Perry about the possibility of putting bags together and having them go on the 
buses that are delivering the meals to kids. As restrictions keep changing on an hourly basis, Ashley 
and I are doing the best we can to meet all needs. 

I have received several calls from people in the community and business owners asking what The 
Link's biggest needs are right now. I answer with one word...MONEY! Why? Well with money we can 
take $1 and purchase $10 worth of food and that is very important right now. With money we can 
help people who are in a financial crisis. It also keeps people from going to the store to buy food to 
bring to us. That just puts everyone at risk and defeats our efforts. We are beyond blessed to live 
and serve this community. I am so thankful to have all of the churches support The Link. 

I will be participating in a virtual Zoom meeting on Monday with a group of community leaders of 
Kandiyohi County to get updated information, resources and to discuss the issues and needs of the 
people The Link serves.  

Thank you,  

Chasity Ommodt 

Executive Director 

206 N. Main St., PO Box 823 

New London, MN 56273 

320.354.LINK 

http://www.youarethelink.org 
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Cross Roads Community 
United Methodist Church 

3400 113th Ave NE 
Spicer, MN  56288 

320-796-2339 
www.crossroadsspicer.com 

April 2020 

Christian radio stations in the area: 
K-Love  90.9 
KTIS   92.7 & 98.5 
Spirit  92.9 

The Cross Roads Mission 

To help everyone find joy in their journey by: 

Inviting everyone to walk with Jesus, 

Growing together as His disciples, 

Serving others we meet along the way 

And Joyfully Celebrating the Journey 


