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The  

Compass 

Dear friends, 

Have you ever tried to volunteer on Thanksgiving Day? It has become a common scene 

in movies and TV shows for well-intentioned characters having a last-minute sense of 

generosity to find themselves turned away from over-crowded volunteer opportunities 

on Thanksgiving and throughout the holiday season. 

Generosity is contagious, and so often stems from a sense of gratitude. This time of 

year as we ponder how with whom we will gather, perhaps around tables heavy-laden 

with delicious food, or with more scaled back versions of previous years, hopefully our 

own sense of gratitude is still heightened as we remember all we have to be thankful 

for. 

As Christians, we believe everything good we have, all that we are, comes from God 

who is gracious and just; who loves each and every one of us beyond all measure. This 

is why each and every Sunday you hear in worship a prayer that begins (something like) 

“Gracious God we give you thanks…” 

This prayer is part of the worshipful act of offering back to God the first fruits of what 

God has bountifully blessed us with, for the furtherance of God’s Kingdom. We do this 

just as scripture calls us to time and time again – to recall that our gifts come from God 

not simply for own sake, but so that we, as God’s people, may continue to be a blessing 

in the name of God. 

In 1 Peter 4 the author reminds us that “like good stewards of the manifold grace of 

God” we are to “serve one another with whatever gift each of [us] has received.” 

This year, in light of the pandemic which has ravished our nation and the world, mem-

bers of Cross Roads stepped up to form a mask ministry to serve our community.  Al-

most 4,000 masks have been donated since the beginning of April.  Countless numbers 

of people in our communities have been provided protection by these masks which 

were each handmade with love and care for the health of others.   

Due to the inability to gather in larger groups, and the need for social distancing during 

this time, our Mission & Outreach Team began looking for ways we would show our love 

and support to our communities.  One of those ways is our new church yard signs, 

which will be available beginning this weekend, for each home that would like to share 

the love of God.  These signs have been designed to help spread the good news of the 

gospel of Jesus, as well as the love of God for every single person.  These signs are 

available to each congregation member (one per household) at no cost.  More infor-

mation can be found in our weekly emails, including a photo of the sign’s design.  

Cross Roads will also begin collecting monies to help support the Bless a Home mission 

we have been involved with for many years.  This is a wonderful way to show your 

thankfulness for what God has given to you by giving back to those in need.  This year, 

more than ever before, there are families who will have to make the tough choice to eat 

or have Christmas gifts this year.  We can help these families, especially those with 

young children, to be able to celebrate the joy of Christmas and have a wonderful holi-

day meal.   

There is so much we can do to reach out to those outside our congregational walls.  We 

are commanded to be the hands and feet of Christ, to care for those outside our congre-

gations more than we care for ourselves.  Today I pause in gratitude through prayer and 

thanksgiving for this community of faithful disciples which I am blessed to serve, and for 

the many ways we are seeking to transform our communities and our world. I give 

thanks for the many ways you will continue to do so this upcoming Advent season – be 

on the lookout for many opportunities right here at Cross Roads. 

May grace and peace surround each of you this Thanksgiving! 

Love in Christ,  

Pastor Leslie  
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Remember to Save Your Teals Receipts! 
When you shop at Teals, save your receipts, bring them to 

church and put them in the special Teals Receipts box locat-

ed in the narthex, or mail them to the church office.  Teals 

will donate 1% of our receipt totals to Cross Roads to put 

towards our many mission fundraising activities.   

All you have to do is shop Teals, save your receipts, send 

them to or bring them to the church.  We will do the rest!    

Please note that gas receipts ARE a part of the program! 

This is a great opportunity to take part in a  local business 

giving back to our community.  

Thank you for your support! 

~The Missions Team 

White Bucket Offerings 

Due to the tremendous generosity of our congregation in the 

spring, we were able to raise enough money to fully fund our 

obligations to Compassion Children through the end of the 

year.  Therefore, the Mission & Outreach Team has decided 

that for the remainder of the year, the White Bucket Offerings 

will go to the following:  

November- Bless A Home 

December- To Be Determined  

If you would like to make a donation at any time during the 

month for these offerings, you can either drop your monies in 

the bucket as you enter the sanctuary on Sunday mornings, 

or for those viewing worship online, you may either donate 

online or mail a check to the church office (please be sure to 

mark your giving for the White Bucket Offering).  Thank you 

for kindness and generosity to others in need, especially dur-

ing this time.   

The outreach/mission team is excited to announce the continu-

ation of our annual Christmas project. The Link identifies local 

families that may need help to have a Christmas celebration, 

Cross Roads provides the meal and gifts and The Link staff 

will deliver our gifts.  We will determine the number of families 

we can assist by the congregational response. 

Due to the challenges of shopping during COVID, the team 

has decided to ask for your monetary gifts and a team of Cross 

Roads elves will do the shopping.  In order to allow time for on 

line ordering, please send contributions to the Church by No-

vember 25th. Checks should be made to the church and noted 

as Bless A Home (BAH). 

We look forward to your continuing support of this Project!  

Charge Conference for 2020 
Due to the ongoing pandemic, and the inability for our congre-

gation to gather in large groups, we will be having a virtual 

Charge Conference with all the other congregations in the 

North Star District.  This will be held online on Tuesday, No-

vember 17, beginning at 7:00 pm.   

If anyone would like to attend the November Admin Team 

meeting of Cross Roads, please contact Pastor Leslie and let 

her know, and she will be sure to include you when the online 

information is provided.  During this meeting, we will be voting 

to approve both the 2021 leadership of our congregation, as 

well as the 2021 budget.  Anyone who is a member of the 

church is welcome to attend the meeting; however, just a re-

minder that only those who are members of the Administrative 

Team can vote.   

Cross Roads has also been asked to have at least five (5) 

people from our congregation attend the online Charge Con-

ference (not including the pastor).  If you would like to attend 

the virtual Charge Conference, please RSVP to Pastor Leslie 

and she will provide you with the livestream information.   

Anyone who would like a digital copy of the Charge Confer-

ence packet may request one, which will be emailed to you 

following the November 17 meeting.  Each person attending 

Charge Conference online will receive a digital copy of the 

packet prior to the meeting.   

Advent Church Study 
Beginning Wednesday, December 2, Pastor Leslie will be re-

cording a church-wide Bible study for Advent enti-

tled Incarnation, based on the book by Adam Hamilton of the 

same name.  These recordings will be available by 5:00 pm 

each Wednesday from December 2-23.  The link for each 

study will be available on the home page of our web-

site, www.crossroadsspicer.com.  Please tune in to learn more 

about the Incarnation of Jesus who came into the world as a 

human baby to offer hope and salvation for the world.  

November Birthdays 
Richard Johnson  2nd 

Chandra Duke  6th 

Lindzy Nelson  11th 

Arend Ryks  11th 

James Schultz  12th 

Lacey Solheid  12th  

Kevin Bronner  30th   

Ross Baker  17th 

Lori Doty  22nd 

Vange Harried  24th 

Cole Baker  26th 

November Anniversaries 
Kent & Barb Springman  17th 

Michael & Kat Sasse  22nd 

Bob & LuMae Erickson  28th   
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October 2020 Updates 

 

It’s hard to believe that it is time to start planning for the holiday season at The Link!  It is always a busy, but heart-

warming time to see so many community members reach out to want to help those in need.  If you are looking for 

ways to impact local families in need, please call The Link at 354-5555 for some ideas. 

 

20th Annual Community Thanksgiving Meal: The Link will be taking requests for “Take and Bake” boxes of 

turkey and all the trimmings, including pie (which you will need to prepare)! Requests will be taken until 75 families 

have signed up and no later than November 13, whichever comes first.  Delivery is available if needed and there is 

no cost for this meal. Pickup dates at The Link are Tuesday, November 24, from 9a.m.-3p.m. OR Wednesday No-

vember 25 from 2-5 p.m.  This meal is sponsored by the Community Thanksgiving meal team along with Thrivent 

Financial. If you are interested in signing up, stop in at The Link or call 354-5555. 

 

In September, The Food Pantry distributed 3,777 pounds of food, had 6 new families and served 46 kids, 81 adults 

and 20 seniors.  The Link also served 10 families in Client Outreach to assist with everything from rent and utility 

assistance to medical bills and supplies.   

 

The Wildcat Backpack Program will be delivering backpack bags to families this school year instead of 

sending them home from school.  Because of the hybrid learning model and possibility of distant learning, we want 

to ensure a consistent routine and plan for the families that utilize the program.  If you are looking for non-monetary 

ways to help, The Wildcat Backpack Program can always use extra non-perishable items including: mac-n-cheese, 

chef Boyardee meals, applesauce or other fruit pouches, single serve snack bags (chips, cheese its, pretzels, etc.), 

treats and juice boxes. The Link is also starting to look for volunteers to pack and deliver the backpacks.  If you are 

interested in volunteering OR if you or someone you know would benefit from The Wildcat Backpack Program, call 

Ashley at 354-5555. 

 
Save the Date:  DECEMBER 14, 2020 for this year’s Christmas Concert.  This concert will be done differently 

than in the past, so stay tuned for more details.   

 

Winter apparel:  The Link has had a few requests for winter coats, hats, snowpants and gloves for kids.  If 

you have anything you would like to donate, you can drop off at The Link Tuesdays and Thursdays 9-3, Wednes-

days 1-5, Fridays 10-3 or Saturdays from 9-1.   

 
As always, thank you for your continuous support.  It does not go unnoticed!  YOU are the Link! 

 
Tuesday’s Table: 

Tuesday’s Table continues to be cancelled until further notice.  

 

Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving through The Link’s 
website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. If you would like to make a one-time donation, you 
can send a check to P.O. Box 823, New London, MN 56273 or via Venmo @The-Link-1.  Please contact                           
Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email her at ashley@youarethelink.org for more information. 
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Cross Roads Community 
United Methodist Church 

3400 113th Ave NE 
Spicer, MN  56288 

320-796-2339 
www.crossroadsspicer.com 

November 2020 

Christian radio stations in the area: 
K-Love  90.9 
KTIS   92.7 & 98.5 
Spirit  92.9 

The Cross Roads Mission 

To help everyone find joy in their journey by: 

Inviting everyone to walk with Jesus, 

Growing together as His disciples, 

Serving others we meet along the way 

And Joyfully Celebrating the Journey 


