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The  

Compass 

I read on Facebook today the following sentiment, “the greatest act of 
faith some days is to simply get up and face another day.”  Never has 
this hit closer to home for me than this week.  It seems our entire world 
has gone mad.  We are living through a global pandemic, where in our 
country alone over 100,000 people have lost their lives.  That’s 100,000 
mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, children, friends, coworkers whose 
lives have been cut short by a disease which has no cure.  And yet as 
people continue to die, throughout our nation arguments are raging over 
whether or not to wear masks and socially distance from one another.  
This week has also seen the death of another person of color whose life 
was taken needlessly.  We have seen riots and looting in Minneapolis, 
our own backyard.  Businesses have been burned to the ground in pro-
test and anger.  In the midst of all of this, there are those, and I admit to 
being one of them, that look around and think, “where is God in all of 
this?  Is this the final straw?  Has God finally decided we as human be-
ings aren’t really worth saving?”   

Honestly, in my heart I know the answer to this, but in my head I keep 
thinking I wouldn’t blame God for abandoning us.  We really haven’t 
done much lately to show God we deserve all that has been bestowed 
to us.  We are failing in our care of the environment, in our loving of our 
neighbors, in our compassion for the poor, the stranger, or those in pris-
on.  We seem to have turned our backs on anyone who doesn’t look like 
us, think like us, live like us, love like us, vote like us, talk like us.  The 
list could go on and on.   We have truly become an apathetic excuse for 
the creatures God created in their image.  I truly hope in my heart and 
pray every day that the God that created me doesn’t look, act, or feel 
like some people I know.   

For some of you, by the time you read this, Sunday, May 31 will have 
come and gone.  This Sunday is when we as the Church universal cele-
brate Pentecost, the birth of the Church.  Yet I think we today who claim 
the name of Christ would be hard pressed to even recognize what the 
Church is truly meant to look like, act like, and be.  We certainly don’t 
love, or even care for, our neighbors.  We are silent in the face of rac-
ism, prejudice, oppression and marginalization of people of color and 
other minority groups.  We make excuses for the behaviors of our white 
brothers and sisters, and pay lip service to those of color, but do we ev-
er stand up and speak out when it matters?  We say we care about 
those who are the most vulnerable in our communities and our church-
es, but do we complain when told we have to wear a mask out in pub-
lic?  Would we want to be treated the way people of color are often 
treated, as less than human?  Would we want someone else to get us 
sick and infect us with an incurable virus? Then why would we engage 
in behavior that would cause others to be infected, and perhaps die?   

      continued on next page... 
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Church Office Hours 

The Church office will continue to be closed 

until further notice.  Pastor Leslie and Kendra 

will be checking mail, email, and voicemail on 

a regular basis.  If you are in need of any-

thing, please contact us in one of those ways.  

320-796-2339,    

pastor@crossroadsspicer.com or      

office@crossroadsspicer.com.    

Worship Information 

Please continue to watch your emails for 
weekly information about online worship.  
You can also find the link to online worship 
on our new website at crossroadsspic-
er.com.     

If you have a prayer request for Sunday 
worship,  please either email them to Pas-
tor Leslie  at                                                             
pastor@crossroadsspicer.com or text her 
at  320-403-4838. Please make sure to get 

them to Pastor Leslie no later than the Sat-

urday before worship.    

If you do not have online access and would 
like a DVD of the weekly worship services, 
please call the office and leave a message, 
and we will be sure you get one each 
week.   

continued... 

If it sounds as if I am angry, then you are probably right.  I have wrestled all week with my own failures.  
I walked out of the house just today to go to PetSmart to pick up some needed animal items, and did 
not wear a mask.  I chided myself as I walked into the store without it, instead of doing the responsible 
thing-turning around and going back home for it.  I have rebuked myself over and over this week for 
failing to speak out and stand up for my brothers and sisters of color, and then attempted to make my-
self feel better by posting and reposting whatever I could on social media.  Yes I am angry, at myself, 
because as a pastor and leader of a congregation, as well as someone who claims the name Christian, 
I can and should be doing better, and setting an example.  And yet I have failed.  Just as you all have 
failed.  We all have, and probably will again and again until we take our last breath.   

Yet it is in the midst of all of this, when I look around and wonder where God can be found, I come to 
realize God is already here.  God is with the grieving families who have lost loved ones to this horrible 
pandemic, with those who lost family members to violence, with those who are poor and have no food, 
no home, no hope.  God is with those people protesting in the Cities, even with those who are rioting 
and looting.  God is with those who try to live their lives loving their neighbors, and failing.  God is with 
ALL of us, because Scripture tells us God came into the world for every single one of us.  It also tells us 
God will never leave us or forsake us.  Even if we leave God, even if we forsake our neighbors.  Even 
in the chaos, just as God was there in the chaos of the beginning of the world, God is here now, in the 
madness that is our world.  God is in the midst of it all, with us all, redeeming us, offering mercy, com-
passion, and salvation.  God is with us when we cannot see God, or feel God, or even when we think 
God has abandoned us.  God is here, in all of our mess, in our failings, and God is calling each of us to 
do better.  I pray that God will help me and you do better.  We can all be and do better.   

Pastor Leslie 

April Attendance 

These numbers are based on views of our 

online worship services.    

April 5th...89 

April 12...116 

April 19...62 

April 26...59 
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Mask Mission 

Our Mask Mission is now underway! If you need a mask for yourself, for those in your family, or if you know some-
one who needs masks, please contact the church office and leave a message. You can also contact Pastor Leslie 
on her cell phone at 320-403-4838, or Anita Flowe at 336-504-4631.  

If you know how to sew and would like to participate in this mission by making masks for others, please contact 
either the church office or Pastor Leslie and they will put you in touch with the right people. You don't even need 
supplies; we have plenty we can get to you to get you started.  

If you are not gifted with the sewing "gene", but would like to donate to the purchase of supplies, you can 

write a check or make an online donation. Just be sure to include in the memo that the funds are for the 

"Mask Mission."  

Remember, we wear masks in public not for us, but for others. We understand we could be carrying the virus but 
not have symptoms, but without the mask could potentially pass it along to others. We don't wear masks out of 
fear, we wear them so we can be part of the solution to this crisis. We wear masks to let the rest of the world 
know that we care enough about others, regardless of our discomfort, to do what is best.  

Small Group Patio Parties 
Pastor Leslie is starting Patio Parties beginning next week. These will be held on Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings from 6-8pm each of these nights, and will be located on the patio at the rear of the church.* These 
small group events will be going on throughout the months of June, July, & August.  

We will have a fire pit, and each person or couple is invited to bring their own chairs, drinks, snacks, etc. The 
conversation will begin with a short Scripture reading and devotion (about 5 minutes). Following that time, we 
will just let the conversation go where it takes us. This is time for folks who have not been able to see each oth-
er due to social distancing to come together in small outdoor groups to catch up on what is going on with each 
other.  

You are asked to sign up for whatever date you would like. There are limited spaces available each evening, 
because we want these times to adhere to social distancing guidelines for small groups still in place in our 
state. To sign up, please contact Pastor Leslie and leave a voicemail at the church office with your name and 
the date you want to attend. She will make sure you get signed up.  

Pastor Leslie & Don are looking forward to seeing all of you in person, and you are encouraged to sign up for at 
least one (or more) dates.  

PLEASE NOTE: Pastor Leslie requests that you sign up if you are interested in attending, so she is 
aware people will be coming. If no one is signed up, Pastor Leslie & Don will not be in attendance that evening, 
so if you just "show up" without letting Pastor know, you might be alone. Thank you!  

*In the event of rain or other weather conditions which make meeting outdoors impossible, those signed up will 

be offered another date and/or time.  

Trustees Team Report 
Heritage Exteriors completed the Roof and Siding Repairs Project on May 19th. We also had them replace the 
shingles and rotted walk in door on the garage, wrap the wood poles on the north and south entrances, replaced 
rotted boards and installed a new door in the kitchen as well as replacing the rotted door frame on the west fel-
lowship hall door.  With the installation of the new “green” door, the rest look terribly faded  and need to be paint-
ed along with the maintenance free post wrapping on the north and south doors.  If anyone loves to paint and 
wishes to do 1 or all of these little projects, please let Diane know at 320-905-2174.  The paint and brushes will 
be available.  Once the temps warm up, the parking lot will be completed.  He assured us by the end of June it 
will be completed. 
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Health Note 
I recently read this article in my AARP magazine 
(sorry to our younger members). It reminded me 
of something I was aware of but was not follow-
ing. Did you know that it makes a difference 
when you take your medications for high blood 
pressure? This is based on a large, extended 
study with 19,000 people over 6 years. Those 
who took their medication before bed instead of 
first thing in the morning had lower blood pres-
sure readings, lower stroke risk, and improved 
heart health. It is not clear why. Sleeping blood 
pressures were significantly better and daytime 
effectiveness was not lost. 

Be well,  

Shari 

June Birthdays 
Whitnee Nelson  June 1 

Coltin Pflipsen  June 11 

Sarah Lockwood  June 18  

Mike Evenson  June 22 

Wyatt Huls  June 27 

Leslie Zeek  June 27 

Linda Kelvington  June 28 

Avery Pederson  June 29 

Brittany Kluver  June 30  

June Anniversaries 
Dennis & Donna Gertgen  June 6 

Adam & Megan Boreen  June 8  

Ross & Joy Baker  June 11 

James & Doree Leither  June 21 

Bryan & Diane Maurice  June 28  

Meals on Wheels                                     
Need Summer Volunteers  

Meals on Wheels is in need of volunteers for the 
month of July to run the New London route. This 
will be commitment of once per week for four (4) 
weeks and will take no more than an hour.  

Last year, several of our Youth volunteered to 
do this with their parents, and Pastor Leslie 
would like to encourage those who are able to 
volunteer again.  

To sign up to help with the Meals on Wheels de-
livery in July, please contact Pastor Leslie.   

Pastor Leslie and The Mission & Outreach Team 
would like to thank you for your service to our 
community, especially during this time when so 
many of our elderly population are in need.  

For questions regarding this volunteer event, 
please contact either Shari Heitke or Pastor 
Leslie.  

UMCOR Hygiene Kits and Supplies Needed  
The Minnesota Annual Conference is now collecting 
Hygiene Kits for UMCOR (United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief), as well as items for the MMDC 
(Midwest Mission Distribution Center).  The following 
are the most urgently needed:  

-hand towels 

-wash clothes 

-toothpaste 

-toothbrushes  

-soap  

-band aids 

-laundry soap (32-64 oz)  
-dish soap (16-34 oz) 
-household cleaners (16-40 oz) 
-toilet paper  

They are also looking for NEW adult and children’s 
sandals/ tennis shoes, handmade diapers, foldable 
walkers, wheelchairs, crutches, canes, new and used 
blankets, and new and used flashlights (with batter-
ies).  

If you would like to donate any of these items, there 
will be a bin located outside the church office entrance 
where you can make drop offs.  The last week in June, 
these items will be delivered to the Conference at a 
pick up location in St. Cloud.   

While we are quarantined and socially distanced, let 
us continue to do the work of the Church and partici-
pate in the mission of Christ to care for those in 
need.  P 

Please contact Shari Heitke or Pastor Leslie with any 
questions.   

~Mission and Outreach Teams  
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Hello everyone! 

As shelter in place continues, The Link has been busy helping many families with outreach and food.   

In April, The Food Pantry saw 18 new families, 24 seniors, 90 adults and 65 children.  With 4,252 
pounds of food distributed and 1911 pounds was donated by local grocery stores, community members 
and churches it has been quite busy for the staff and volunteers. 

The Wildcat Backpack Program has continued to run during distant learning and will run 
throughout the month of May.  The Link has had so many amazing donations from community mem-
bers to fill these bags as well as volunteers to help pack and deliver them to the school.  The Link staff 
are grateful for each and every one of you who have dropped off food and offered to help.  Because it 
has been such a challenge to get many of the items used in the backpacks, the extra donations made it 
possible to fill them with all the goodies typically sent home with the kids. So, THANK YOU, for filling 
the need. 

Senior Food Delivery-  Throughout shelter in place, The Senior Food Delivery Program has been a 
huge blessing to some community seniors.  The Link is asking for your help to spread the word to 
those who may not be aware of this program that could benefit from a food delivery service. If you have 
any questions as to how this program works, please call Ashley at 354-5555.  

RIBFEST POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE- As hard as it was to come to this decision, the 
safety and well-being of our community will ALWAYS come first. We remain hopeful that we will be 
able to hold this event in some capacity in the near future so at this time it is not a “Cancel the date”, 
but instead “CHANGE the date”. More details to come as we get more information. 

THE MATCH WAS MET- In last month’s newsletter, the “Meet the Match” campaign was announced 
after a community member offered up to a $10,000 match. Between facebook donations, online dona-
tions to The Link’s website and many check and cash donations, we were able to MEET THE MATCH 
in just 6 days!!!!  Shortly thereafter, another community member came forward to make another large 
donation wanting to ensure The Link could continue to provide services to our neighbors in need.  Alt-
hough there are no words that could thank these donors enough, these gifts have been extremely ap-
preciated and will be used to serve and help others.  

To those who have reached out in any way, to those who have called wanting to help, who have donat-
ed time and/or money, who have delivered or packed meals, who have called just to check in and to 
those who have prayed for The Link, THANK YOU!  We are again humbled and in awe of all the givers 
in this community (especially during this unsure time for so many families) and cannot thank everyone 
enough for their continued support. 

YOU are The Link. 

Tuesday’s Table: 

Tuesday’s Table continues to be cancelled until further notice.  

Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving 
through The Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. If you would like to 
make a one time donation, you can send a check to P.O. Box 823, New London, MN 56273 or via 
Venmo @The-Link-1.  Please contact Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email her at                                                     
ashley@youarethelink.org for more information. 
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Cross Roads Community 
United Methodist Church 

3400 113th Ave NE 
Spicer, MN  56288 

320-796-2339 
www.crossroadsspicer.com 

June 2020 

Christian radio stations in the area: 
K-Love  90.9 
KTIS   92.7 & 98.5 
Spirit  92.9 

The Cross Roads Mission 

To help everyone find joy in their journey by: 

Inviting everyone to walk with Jesus, 

Growing together as His disciples, 

Serving others we meet along the way 

And Joyfully Celebrating the Journey 


