
 1 

December 2020 Cross Roads Community 
United Methodist Church 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Advent Study ............ 2 

Blue Christmas  ........ 2 

Christmas Program .. 2 

White Bucket ............ 2 

Birthdays/Anniv ....... 2 

The  

Compass 

Exhaustion seems to be a theme lately. Experts have been telling us for most 

of the pandemic that exhaustion was coming, particularly around the 6 month 

mark, that grief would become part of our regular lived experience, that we 

might be overwhelmed and unable to deploy our usual coping strategies - as 

those are meant for shorter durations of hardship. This pandemic has been a 

prolonged season of loss, and we are tired. It would be bad enough to have to 

suffer ambiguous losses like the change in school as we know it, the loss of 

physical contact with so many loved ones, friends, church family and more, the 

loss of ordinary things like restaurants and movie theaters, and so much else 

that has had to go away since March. Ambiguous though these losses are, they 

are necessary sacrifices for the greater good. But, not all loss has been ambig-

uous or necessary. I speak of the loss of hope that civility and honesty and rea-

soned judgement might shape the decisions and actions of our nation’s leader-

ship and its citizens. The loss of now over 255,000 lives-of mothers, fathers, 

grandparents, children, coworkers, fellow citizens to this hideous virus cuts me 

to the core.   

And yet, as I’m sure many of you have noticed:  Christmas is coming early this 

year. The day after Halloween we started to see holiday displays all over town. 

Don and I had our outside Christmas decorations put up by mid-November.  

We claimed it was because the weather was warmer, and it is easier to put 

them up before any snowfall or ground freezing.  However, we started turning 

them on every evening from the first day we put them out, because honestly, 

the lights somehow bring hope, and joy, into a world where there seems to be 

too little of both.   

Early celebrations used to annoy some people. However, this year feels differ-

ent.  This year, more than ever, I believe we need “the good news of great joy” 

proclaimed by the angel in Bethlehem. We need to be reminded of the Incarna-

tion of Jesus Christ, and all that his teachings, death, and resurrection                       

represent.   

So I’m officially kicking off our holiday celebrations with these words from 

Psalm 149: 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 
His praise in the assembly of the saints… 
Let them praise his name with dancing, 
and make music to him with tambourine and harp. 
For the Lord takes delight in his people; 
He crowns the humble with salvation. 

Those of us who claim the name of Christ still have hope; we are still able to 

find joy even in spite of everything happening around us.  We can still sing, 

dance, and make a joyful noise to God, because God is bigger than any pan-

demic, any election, ANYTHING.   

So sing and dance this Advent season, and remember the first coming of Jesus 

as a baby in a manger.  Also, remember we have lots of work left to do in order 

to spread the gospel, so do whatever you can in this time of isolation and social 

distancing.   

Merry Christmas to all with the love and peace of Christ Jesus!  

Pastor Leslie  
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CHILDREN & YOUTH CHRISTMAS                   

PROGRAM REMINDER 
For all Children and Youth Parents: please remember that 

all videos for our 2020 Christmas program need to be sent 

to Pastor Leslie no later than December 6. This will allow 

us time to compile, edit, and format our Christmas Pro-

gram movie. 

For the congregation: we will 

still be having a Children & 

Youth Christmas program this 

year, which will be in movie 

format and shared during our 

online worship service 

on Sunday, December 20.              

Be sure to tune in to see our program: Home for the Holi-

days-Finding Joy in Spite of Everything. 

DECEMBER WHITE BUCKET 

The White Bucket Offerings for December will go to                  

The Link.  If you would like to make a donation at any time 

during the month for this mission, you may either donate 

online or mail a check to the church office (please be sure 

to mark your giving for The Link).  Thank you for kindness 

and generosity to others in need, especially during this 

time.   

ADENT CHURCH STUDY 
Beginning Wednesday, December 2, Pastor Leslie will be 

recording a church-wide Bible study 

for Advent entitled Incarnation, based 

on the book by Adam Hamilton of the 

same name. These recordings will be 

available by 5:00 pm each Wednes-

day from December 2-23. The link for 

each study will be available on the 

home page of our web-

site, www.crossroadsspicer.com. 

Please tune in to learn more about 

the Incarnation of Jesus who came 

into the world as a human baby to 

offer hope and salvation for the world.  

December Birthdays 

Barb Gerdes  1st 

Cera Finney  3rd 

Judy Kluver  2nd 

Emily Redington  6th 

Kay Ruhl  7th 

Tom Smith  8th 

Dustin Pflipsen  9th 

Briella Kennedy  12th  

Bailey Wolff  15th 

Mae Barker  18th  

Bob Erickson  19th 

Dec Anniversaries 

Don & Leslie Zeek—23rd   

THE UPPER ROOM 
Each day read a short devotional, a verse from the Bible, 

and a prayer focus.  If you like one mailed to you, please 

let the office know. 

BLUE CHRISTMAS/LONG NIGHT                      

WORSHIP SERVICE 

There is much on all our minds as we prepare for Christ-

mas this year that is not pleasant. 2020 has been a year 

where we are experiencing situations and difficulties like 

never before. So why do 

we try to cover our pain 

and grief with Yuletide 

cheer? 

This year, Cross Roads 

will be hosting a virtual 

Blue Christmas worship 

service on the longest 

night of the year. On Monday, December 21 at 6:30 pm, 

we will be live-streaming worship where we can, with fam-

ily and friends, acknowledge our grief and pain this holi-

day season. This will be a liturgical service with prayers, 

candles, and readings to help us to realize that, even dur-

ing the holidays, it is "okay to not be okay." If you are hav-

ing difficulty dealing with this Christmas season due to 

loss of a loved one, or because you cannot safely with 

your family and friends this year, this service may be just 

what you need. We hope you will consider joining us 

online (the link for this service will be available on the 

"Home Page" of our church web-

site...www.crossroadsspicer.com). 

David Evermann  19th 

Carson Smith  22nd 

Ashley Massmann 28th 

Gary Underland  28th  

Daryl Hoogeveen  30th 

Bonnie Hoogeveen  30th 

Annette Muetzel  30th  

HEALTH NOTE 

Are you looking for things that will give you a lift during 

these confusing times and cloudy, grey days? How about 

an “Awe Walk”? Gretchen Reynolds in a study that was 

published on September 30, 2020 compares walkers with 

no special goal to walkers who were asked to take a fresh 

look at the objects, moments, and vistas. They also were 

asked to not use their phones. 

The walks were short, 15 minutes and walkers were asked 

to walk someplace other than their usual.  The awe walkers 

reported feeling more upbeat and hopeful than the control 

group. We know that individuals that are active generally 

are healthier than those who are not, but both groups were 

getting exercise. The emphasis on finding the awesome 

made a difference. 

She says “awe is partly focusing on the world outside your 

head, and rediscovering that it is filled with marvelous 

things that are not you.” It is a simple thing to do and there 

are no downsides. 

Blessings this Advent, Shari 
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November 2020 Updates 

 

Thanksgiving is just around the corner and we are once again reminded of what a giving community we live in.  
There have been a lot of people reaching out for help for Thanksgiving meals and so many people have called to 
offer to sponsor those families.  It has been humbling to see and heartwarming to hear the gratitude from the 
families who need a little extra.   
 

In October, The Food Pantry welcomed 3 new families, served 56 children, 83 adults and 19 seniors. 3695 
pounds of food was distributed and 654.5 pounds of food was donated from community members and churches.  
The need for food for families is really starting to increase as the month of November has already brought 11 
new families.   
  
The Wildcat Backpack Program is going to be run a little differently now that school is going to the distant learn-
ing model.  If you know a family that could benefit from this program, please have them call Ashley at 320-354-

5555.   
 

Senior Food Delivery-  The Senior Food Delivery Program continues to serve seniors in need of grocery deliv-
ery.  With COVID cases increasing in our county, there has been an increased amount of calls of those not 
wanting to leave home and we are thankful we have a way to serve them.  If you are interested in delivering or if 
you know a senior family (or a family that has a difficult time getting out and about), please call Ashley at 320-

354-5555. 
 

The Link’s Client Outreach program served 5 families in the month of October, which was a little less than nor-
mal, however, we have seen a great increase of need now in November.  With COVID cases spreading quickly, 
there are more families out of work to be quarantined and less income coming in for those who have lost their 
jobs.  If you are making a financial donation in the near future, please consider this program or donate to the 
general fund so the money can be used where it is needed most. 
 

The Revive and Redeem Thrift Store, along with The Community Closet continues to be open for the time being.  
There has been conversation on how to move forward with the new restrictions as safety comes first and fore-
most.  Store changes or closures will be announced on our facebook page.  If you would like to call and check 
in, we can be reached at 354-5555. Revive and Redeem and The Community Closet are located at 206 Main 
ST. N. and is open Thursdays and Fridays 10-3 and Saturdays from 9-1. 
 

With Christmas soon approaching, we have started to have families calling to see if they can get help with gifts.  
If you or anyone you know would like to adopt a family or donate any gifts or gift cards, please let us know.   
As always, The Link if humbled and so grateful for the amount of giving in the community.  From volunteers, to 
those who donate, nothing goes unnoticed.  We are blessed to have the ability to continue our mission here by 
giving to those that need it most.  YOU are The Link. 
 

Tuesday’s Table: 
Tuesday’s Table continues to be cancelled until further notice.  
 

Monthly Giving Opportunities: 
The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving through The 
Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. If you would like to make a one time do-
nation, you can send a check to P.O. Box 823, New London, MN 56273 or via Venmo @The-Link-1.  Please 
contact Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email her at ashley@youarethelink.org for more information. 
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Christian radio stations in the area: 
K-Love  90.9 
KTIS   92.7 & 98.5 
Spirit  92.9 


