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The  

Compass 

       Thank you all who were able to attend our open house this Christmas season.  

Thank you also to for all the cards, candies, food, and Christmas blessings we have 

been graced with.  Over the last six months, everyone at Cross Roads has blessed 

my family and me in so many ways, and continue to do so. We truly do love Minneso-

ta, and the its people, especially those of this congregation.  I look forward to the new 

year in hope, anticipation, and expectation.        

       As I reflect on the new year, I ask myself where I plan to invest my life. Yes, in-

vest. Usually we think about resolutions this time of year. Resolutions reveal where 

we plan to invest in the coming year: losing weight (health), spending more time with 

family and friends (relationships), making more and saving more (finance), enjoying 

life to the fullest (fulfillment), getting organized (time), learning something new (career/

hobby).  

        Instead of thinking about resolutions, we can think, “Where do I want to invest my 

time, talent, and treasure this year?” Health, finance, fulfillment, relationships, and 

career are great places, but what about your faith community? What would it mean to 

invest in Cross Roads Community UMC? 

       I’m excited because this year we have an opportunity to invest in the life and fu-

ture of Cross Roads Community UMC unlike any other time. Over the last six months 

of 2019, this congregation has welcomed me and my family, has seen us through the 

illness of our daughter, and have loved us in ways I truly did not believe were possi-

ble.  In addition, we helped nine families to celebrate Christmas, we have raised mon-

ey for The Link and many other organizations who’s mission is help those in need, we 

have rejoiced in the children and youth of our church, and celebrated the life of one of 

our charter members as Gertrude went home to be with Christ.  And this is only the tip 

of the iceberg.  So much going on, sometimes we feel weary just thinking about it all.  

Yet, this is the work to which God has called us and, Lord willing, we will continue our 

work for Christ into the new year.   

       2020 will be bringing some changes, but also bringing many of the usual minis-

tries we engage in here in our church.  We have many areas where we can invest our 

time, talent, and resources this year, both within our church and within our community.  

Some of you have been tasked with the leadership of our congregation, some of you 

are called to minister to those within our church who are in need, or perhaps it is giv-

ing to others in our community.  Scripture tells us we are all the body of Christ, each a 

different part of the body, each with its own unique function and purpose.   

       At the meeting in December with our new District Superintendent, she asked 

those present about the church’s goals for the next five years.  Of course, with a new 

pastor, it is often difficult to answer that question, because you want your goals and 

those of your pastor to align.  This conversation will be one of many the leadership of 

Cross Roads will be having in the coming months.  Today; however, I want to ask you, 

what is your goal for Cross Roads Community UMC?  If you want to invest your time, 

talent, and resources in 2020 and beyond, where would that be?  If you have any ide-

as or goals you would like to share with me, please know I am always up for discus-

sion of those ideas.   

      This year, I pray that if you are asked to be part of any ministry, you would please 

do so! I pray that you would spend time praying about where God is calling you to in-

vest in the life of your community of faith so that we might be instruments of God’s 

kingdom of love!  You CAN make a difference in the life and future of Cross Roads. 

       May God bless you as you discern where God calls you to invest your life in 

2020! 

 

Pastor Leslie  
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…spend time praying about where God is calling you to invest in the life of your community …spend time praying about where God is calling you to invest in the life of your community …spend time praying about where God is calling you to invest in the life of your community …spend time praying about where God is calling you to invest in the life of your community 
of faith so that we might be instruments of God’s kingdom of love!  of faith so that we might be instruments of God’s kingdom of love!  of faith so that we might be instruments of God’s kingdom of love!  of faith so that we might be instruments of God’s kingdom of love!      

January  
White Bucket 

Offerings 

 

January 5 
Compassion 

Children 

 

January 12 
Compassion 

Children 

 

January 19 

Polar Plunge 

 

January 26 
Compassion 

Children 

 

 

 

Our Stewardship Last Month: 

       Attendance:  General Fund Offerings  Building Fund                        

Dec 1    54          $  1760.00        $0 

Dec 8            83          $10156.00        $0 

Dec 15          104                   $  1807.00        $0 

Dec 22    67          $  2811.00        $0 

Dec 29    38          $    942.00        $0                     

Avg this month  69                    $  3495.20                                $0 

Average General Fund offering per Sunday needed to meet our  

2019 Budget is $3161. 

Health Note  
There has been no shortage of information in the news in regard to E-cigarettes. I prefer infor-
mation derived from credible sources. 

In two studies published in November 2019 by the American Heart Association, vaping was found 
to negatively impact cholesterol levels and heart blood flow. This impact was greater than that of 
regular cigarettes. In this study nearly 500 healthy adults took part. E-cigarettes lowered the good 
HDL cholesterol and increased the bad LDL cholesterol levels. When blood flow to the heart was 
studied, regular cigarettes reduced blood flow during stress exercise but not at rest. E-cigarettes 
decreased blood flow both at rest and with stress exercise. 

Another study done by the University of Pennsylvania published in August 2019, found that vaping 
even without nicotine reduced heart blood flow. 

I am not advocating any kind of smoking. Nicotine is a difficult habit to quit. I fear that the tobacco 
industry has found a new tool to hook the upcoming generation that we had hoped would be nico-
tine free. 

Shari 

Leadership Training 
On January 18, 2020, the Administrative Team will be partici-
pating in a Leadership Training retreat here at Cross Roads. 
The retreat will be from 9:00 am-3:00 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall. During the retreat, training will be provided to all current 
and incoming leaders. This meeting will also serve as the 
Admin Team meeting for January, so attendance is very im-
portant. Lunch will be served, so if you are a part of the 2020 
Admin Team, please plan to attend.  

Food Pantry Donations:  
Beginning in 2020, Cross Roads will be collecting food dona-
tions for The Link food pantry. Each month, a different type of 
food will be collected.  The food item needed each month will 
be announced in the newsletter and during the Mission Mo-
ment announcements.   

January’s food request is fruit, canned or fruit cups.  Non per-
ishable items only please.   

We all shop, and wouldn't it be nice if each family donated just 
one or two cans per month. How much more of a difference 
we could make to those in our community living with food in-
security! 

All food can be dropped it off in the bin located by the kitchen.  

Thank you for helping Cross Roads help others throughout 
the year! 

New Happenings in 2020 
Beginning in January, we will have two new people to join our 
Worship Team here at Cross Roads. Their functions will be 
somewhat familiar to you, but with a few changes. 

BETH SCHULTZ will be our new Ushers/Greeters Coordina-
tor. In January we will no longer have separate Ushers and 
Greeters. The volunteers who serve will now serve as both 
ushers (handing out bulletins and taking collection) as well as 
greeting folks as they come into the sanctuary. Beth will be 
the point of contact in the event anyone needs to change the 
date they are scheduled to volunteer. You are welcome and 
encouraged to find your own replacement, but in the event 
you are unable, contact Beth. 

ROBIN RYKS will be our new Refreshments Coordinator. 
Robin will be scheduling people to provide refreshments ei-
ther before or after worship service each week 
(Refreshments will be served after service from September 
through May, and before service from June through August).  

If you have any questions about when you are scheduled, or 
if you would prefer not to be scheduled for any particular po-
sition, please contact the appropriate Coordinator. We are 
hoping by using the quarterly schedule, and having multiple 
coordinators, we can spread the work around so no one per-
son is overwhelmed.  

The schedule for January, February, and March is listed later 
in this newsletter.    
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If you are not       

available to 

serve when you 

are scheduled,                                 

please ask       

another person 

to fill in for you.  

 

                                                        

Thank you      

for your         

willingness        

to serve! 

Weekly Hospitality Ministries 

If we have missed your special 

day, please call or email the office 

to let us know.   

January Birthdays 

Angie Wiegmann  3rd 

Sheryl Nelson  4th 

John Laughlin  6th 

Josh Redington  6th 

Jeanette Fixsen  9th 

LuMae Erickson  10th 

Scott Doty  13th 

Pat Solheid  14th 

Eric Bjonfald  15th 

Brian Nelson  15th  

Dennis Ruhl  21st  

Jodi Evenson  22nd 

Judy Zachariason  22nd 

Jordan Baker  26th 

Kendra Pflipsen 27th 

LeAnn Navratil  30th 

Troy Rohloff  30th  

 January 5 January 12 January 19 January 26 

Greeters/

Ushers 

M.Duke Bronner/Wright Pahl Ryks 

Coffee/Treats Wright/Bronner VanNurden/Denz Schultz/Doty K.Rohloff/M.Duke 

 February 2 February 9 February 16 February 23 

Greeters/

Ushers 

Schutlz K.Rohloff/Zeek Lockwood Sasse 

Coffee/Treats Ryks/M.Hanson Pahl/Evermann Solheid/Muetzel D/Ericson/

Hoogeveen 

 March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29 

Greeters/

Ushers 

VanNurden Pflipsen Heitke/

Harried 

Boreen D.Ericson 

Coffee/

Treats 

Kennedy/

Pflipsen 

Knoke/

Lockwood 

Maurice/

B.Erickson 

Heitke/

Harried 

Triplett/

Laughlin 
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January 2020 Updates 
 
It has been an exciting and busy month here at The Link.  We have had many generous community 

members supporting our mission through giving and it has been humbling to see God’s work in ac-

tion.  Because of local support, The Link was able to share the spirit of Christmas by providing food 

and gifts to 35 families in our community through ‘Christmas Joy’.  A huge THANK YOU to Dave 

Swanson, Erin Kelly (and family), Bridget Thorson, Betty Steele, Crossroads Methodist Church, The 

Open Door Christian Church, Faith Lutheran Church and Anova for sponsoring our families in need. 

The excitement on the faces of those picking up gifts, knowing their children would be given the op-

portunity to celebrate Christmas, was priceless.   

 
Fundraising Dinner and Christmas Choir Concert 

 
The Link’s annual fundraising dinner and Christmas Choir Concert were both very successful efforts!  

Thank you to the area choir members and instrumentalists for sharing their musical talents!  It was a 

great way to kick off the Christmas season and get into the spirit.  We would like to thank the spon-

sors for supporting the Annual Fundraising Dinner and Christmas Choir Concert and making these 

events possible:  

 
Kandiyohi Power Cooperative, DQ of Spicer and Willmar, Granite Community Bank, Fischer Laser 

Eye, Paffrath Jewelers, Lakes Area Team, United Minnesota Bank, Harvey Anderson & Johnson Fu-

neral Homes, Heritage Bank, GrandStay Hotel & Suites, Lake Region Bank, State Farm Insurance, 

Melissa Radel Agency.   

 
As my first Christmas experience here at The Link, my eyes have been opened to the amount of gener-

osity and giving hearts here in our community and I feel extremely grateful and blessed to be a part of 

it.   

 
Thank you for your continuous support and Merry Christmas!  YOU are the Link! 

 
 
Tuesday’s Table: 

Jan. 7th –  Our Lady of the Lakes   

Jan. 14th– Evangelical Covenant Church 

Jan. 21st – Faith Lutheran Church 

Jan. 28th– Peace Lutheran Church 

 
Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving 
through The Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. Please contact 
Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email her at ashley@youarethelink.org for more information. 
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United Methodist Church 

3400 113th Ave NE 
Spicer, MN  56288 

320-796-2339 
www.crossroadsspicer.com 

January 2020 

Christian radio stations in the area: 
K-Love  90.9 
KTIS   92.7 & 98.5 
Spirit  92.9 

Putting Your Faith into Action  
Our Monthly Random Act of Kindness Challenge 

Opportunities to put our faith into action are all around us.  The Faith in Action 
Team would like to challenge everyone to participate in a random act of kind-
ness each month.  You are encouraged to put your faith into action with some 
of the ideas listed below.  New ideas will be listed each month.  We would love 
to hear some testimonies of what people experience.  Be sure to tell them Je-
sus loves them! 

January Suggestions 

♦ Put your phone away when you are with family or friends 

♦ Return someone’s cart for them at the store 

♦ Scrape someone’s car windows 

♦ Send a note to someone just for fun 

♦ Take 15 minutes to really listen to someone 


