
Cross Roads Community Church – Spicer, MN 

Plan for Re-Opening the Church 

Effective February 15, 2021 

PURPOSE:  This document will serve as the plan for formulating our process and procedures to reopen for 

worship at Cross Roads Community Church.  Each of the steps is subject to change as more information 

becomes available and as discussion and discernment continues to take place. 

SUNDAY MORNING/WORSHIP THOUGHTS: 

• The church will first consider the advice of the Governor’s office and the Minnesota Bishop when 

determining the timeline and steps for opening.  If either recommends closure, we will do so. 

• The church will consider the availability of sanitizing products (e.g. Lysol wipe, hand sanitizer, etc.).  If 

there is still a shortage and/or we can’t obtain ample supplies, we will remain closed. 

• We will ensure that we are not exceeding the number of people allowed in an area as determined by 

the Governor’s office and the Minnesota bishop. 

• The nursery has only been available for parents to use if they supervise their own children.  The space 

will be closed, however, until further notice. 

• Until further notice, the fellowship/coffee hour will be discontinued. 

• Congregants can bring their own masks but they will also made available.  The exception will be people 

leading worship who are 12+ feet away from the closest person. 

• In-person Sunday school classes for children will not resume until a decision is made to do so by the 

Administrative Council, in adherence with state and conference guidelines.  The Education Team will 

make recommendations as to whether instruction is held in person or alternative methods of 

instruction will be employed.  Announcements will be made through a variety of methods (email, 

announcements from the pulpit, newsletters, etc. regarding the resumption of Sunday school classes. 

• Adult Sunday school classes will generally be held via Zoom calls and any in-person 

gatherings/instruction will be done in accordance with state and conference guidelines.    

Announcements will be made through a variety of methods (email, announcements from the pulpit, 

newsletters, etc. regarding the scheduling of adult Sunday school classes. 

• Members of the congregation are encouraged to enter church immediately before worship begins (no 

more than 5-10 minutes ahead of time) and to leave the building immediately upon the completion of 

the worship service; however, restrooms will be open, if needed.  They will be sanitized ahead of 

worship and proper amenities such as paper towels, hand sanitizer and soap will be available in the 

bathroom.   

• Upon leaving the church, worship attendees can commence their fellowship time outdoors following 

social distance guidelines. 

• The office area(s) will only be open to essential staff (paid and volunteer).  In the event a person needs 

to visit the church office, an appointment will need to be made in advance of any visit to ensure 

someone is present and that social distancing guidelines can be maintained.   

• The pastor will not be engaging in personal greetings, before or after worship.   

• The offering will not be collected by the passing of plates. 

• Sign-up sheets, pens, etc. will not be placed out. Attendance will be taken as people enter the building 

for worship.  This is to comply with state guidelines which are required for contact tracing.     



• The service will continue to be made available online.  Communications will be issued via email and the 

church’s web site to indicate that the service is being livestreamed via YouTube. 

• Bibles, and hymnals will be removed from the pews. 

• Paper bulletins will not be used.  Bulletins and/or the Order of Worship will be projected on the 

screens at the front the sanctuary.   

• Chairs in the sanctuary are arranged in family unit groups, staged at least six feet apart. 

• Interior doors should be propped open as people are entering and exiting the church. Exterior doors 

will be open at the end of the service and monitored by an attendant (sanctuary door and Sunday 

school room/office hallway door). 

• The church will not be actively promoting item donations (e.g. school supplies, food products, etc.) 

until further notice. 

• We will continue to encourage people 65+ and/or with health vulnerabilities to participate from home 

and will continue offering worship and connection opportunities for them remotely. 

• We communicate and require that people who have a fever, or feel unwell in any way, should please 

stay home. 

• Please be advised that should you consider attending worship in-person, you do so at your own risk.  

The church will not be held liable for any potential exposure to an asymptomatic individual or 

individual who has tested positive for COVID-19.  

• If someone knows they have been exposed to COVID-19 we require and request that they stay away 

from worship and any church activities for two weeks or until such time as their quarantine has ended. 

• General notification will be made via letter/email to those attending an event/activity in a five-day 

time frame where another attendee has subsequently reported as testing positive.  Anyone who was in 

close contact with the individual testing positive (as defined by the Minnesota Department of Health 

(https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/tracing.html) will be notified individually by the 

pastor or her designee.   

Congregational Care: 

• In person visits by the pastor or lay members must follow facility or state guidelines.   

• We will send out a letter and/or e-mail/social media to let everyone know about the steps we are 

taking for reopening and what the requirement/expectations will be. 

• Masks will be a requirement as we reenter the worship space and in the building at all times whenever 

more than one person is present. We will have a supply of masks on hand. 

• Worship leaders do not need to wear masks when leading worship as long as they maintain 12+ 

distance form all others and will be worn when that person(s) is not actively leading worship. 

• We will need to sanitize and clean all publicly open spaces. 

• Pastor Leslie Zeek and/or the Administrative Team leaders will work with staff and volunteers on how 

we will accomplish these guidelines and expectations.   

• Communion elements will temporarily be given in sealed, individualized packets to maximize safety.  

• If baptisms are needed, they will be accomplished by the parents/sponsors putting the water on their 

child while the pastor extends hands in blessing and says the baptismal words. Confirmation is held in 

the spring – decisions about procedures for confirmation will be determined at a future time.  

• Congregational singing will not take place – instead we will hum with, or listen to, song leaders or 

worship videos.  Anyone providing singing or special music will be in the front of the sanctuary and at 

least 12+ feet from others. 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/tracing.html


• We will have some kind of collection box for offerings, at the front and back of the sanctuary, as 

collection plates won’t be passed. 

• Outdoor worship opportunities may happen in which we will follow physical distancing rules. 

• When the need arises, weddings & funerals will be reviewed in context of the guidelines and 

expectations in place when the event arises, and the church governing body will first consider the 

advice of the Governor's office and MN Bishop when determining availability.  

• Unless permission is given by the pastor and/or the Administrative Team, internal committees should 

continue to host meetings remotely (via Zoom for example).  If an in-person meeting is necessary, 

social distancing guidelines must be used as well as the use of masks.  The group desiring to meet is 

responsible for sanitizing the table, furniture, etc. in advance of the meeting and immediately after. 

• Until further notice, outside groups cannot use/rent any church facilities or equipment.   If this 

situation changes, any group using the church must follow our guidelines. Before an individual or group 

is present in the building they must have an orientation to our policies and procedures by the pastor or 

her designee. 

• Outreach events will need prior approval of the Administrative Team until further notice.   

• Until gathering restrictions ease, we will find continued ways for in-person small group gatherings for 

prayer and connection (e.g., hours the sanctuary is open for prayer, drive by blessings, small group 

outdoor worship, etc.). 


